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The  Anlwer  of  Richard 

Guy,  Surgeon,  in  Mark- 
Lane^  to  certain  invidious 
Falfhoods  and  Reflexions 
upon  his  Method  of  curing 
Cancers  without  Cut¬ 
ting, 

s  i  r5 

has  been  juftly  obferved,  that 

3^  mL  ^en  oJ^  a  ma^ev°lent  and  envi- 
I  ous  Difpofition,  often  put  a 

^  Weapon  into  the  Hands  of  thofe 

5hLjIl^5l^*JhS  they  intend  to  injure,  which 
may  hurt  themfelves.  The  Truth  of  this 
Obfervation  has  been  not  a  little  confirmed  by 
the  Book  which  you  have  lately  publifhed, 
entitled,  EJfays  on  Medicol  Subjects,  &c.  par¬ 
ticularly  by  the  Introduction.  For  the  ranco¬ 
rous  Infinuations  and  Mifreprefentations  con- 

A  a  tained 
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gained  therein,  put  me  under  a  Neceffity  (per¬ 
haps  to  your  Difad  vantage)  of  vindicating  my 
Integrity,  as  an  honeji  Man>  and  Reputation 
as  a  Surgeon .  A  Surgeon,  Sir,  in  every  Re- 
Ipect,  as  regularly  educated  as  yourfelf ; 
and  this  Vindication  may  poffibly  admit,  nay, 
require  fuch  Explanations  as  will  afford  an 
Opportunity  of  paying  myfelf  Compliments, 
which  could  never  with  Decency  have  been 
permitted,  but  in  this  very  allowable  Cafe  of 
Self-Defence.  My  Readers,  I  hope,  will 
therefore  judge  tenderly,  if  I  fhould  feem  to  ex¬ 
ceed  a  little  in  thisRefpect;  and  remember  that 
it  was  Injury,  Injuftice,  and  Detraction,  that 
urged  me  to  fet  Pen  to  Paper,  againft  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  an  Adverfaryas, c  Thomas  Gataker, 

<  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  his  Majejiy ,  and  her 
c  Royal Highnefs  the  Princefs  Dowager  Wales, 
€  and  Surgeon  to  her  Majejiy  s  Houjhold ,  and  St\ 
c  George  t  Hofpital *  Indeed,  Mr.  Gataker, 
I  was  once  well  inclined  to  form  a  better 
Opinion  of  your  Principles.  I  might  have 
been  warped  to  a  contrary  one,  had  I  gi¬ 
ven  Credit  to  the  Affurances  of  fome  of  my 
Friends  and  Brethren  of  the  Faculty ;  but  it 
is  my  Difpofition  to  think  well  of  every  Man 
till  I  find  a  juft  Qccafion  to  alter  my  Opinion. 
Thefe  flints,  however,  had  the  Effect  to 
render  me  more  wary  and  cautious  in  the  In¬ 
terviews,  which  for  the  future,  might  happen 
between  us,  even  fo  far  as  to  make  me  think 
• .  ’  •  '  " '  ..... 
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It  not  unneceffary  to  minute  down  the  Particu-* 
Jars  of  the  Difcourfe,  that  palled  between  us, 
in  an  appointed  Meeting,  at  the  Smyrna  Coffee- 
houfe,  January  the  6th  laft  paft,  about  the 
Hours  ofpne  and  Two.  The  which  fhall  be 
mentioned  - in  their  proper  Order.  Among 
other  Things,  you  then  informed  me  of  your 
intended  Publication,  V  and  that  you  believed, 
c*  you  had  difcovered  my  Secret*,  but  that 
<c  you  fhouid  treat  me  with  Candour,  and  like 
<c  a  Gentleman.”  But  now,  flnce  you  have 
altered  your  Mind,  and  have  neither  treated 
me  with  Candour,  nor  like  a  Gentleman,  I 
fhall  appeal  for  judice  to  the  Public,  whether, 
after  all  your  Objections,  I  have  defer ved  thefe 
wicked  Injinuations ,  thofe  artful  Stabs  which 
you  have  aimed  at  my  Integrity ;  and  whether 
the  Replies,  which  I  am  about  to  make,  are 
not  fufficient  to  take  oft  all  the  Malignity  of 
your  Fallhoods. 

You  mud  pardon  me,  good  Sir,  as  you 
have  let  me  no  Exa?nple  of  Delicacy ,  if  I 
fhouid  fometimes  forget  that  RefpeCt  due  to 
your  illudrious  Pertonage;  confldering  that 
I  think  myfelf  injured,  and  knowing,  at  the 
fame  Time,  I  have  nothing  to  fear^  to  hope, 
or  requejl  at  your  Hands  5  and  as  to  Mr. 
Plunkett ,  upon  whom  you  have  endeavoured 
to  ufe  all  the  Edge  of  your  favourite  Incijion- 
}Lnife ,  I  fhouid  advifehirnonlyto  anfwerycuin 
E .  .  the 

f  The  Medicine,  which  I  ufe  in  the  Cure  of  Cancers. 


the  Words  of  the  famous  Empirick  who  was 
fent  for  to  adminifter  the  Bark  to  the  French 
King,  but  oppofed  in  the  Adminiftration  by 
his  Phyficians,  who  alledged,  that  he  could 
not  fo  much  as  explain  what  a  Fever  was, 
To  which,  the  arch  Wag  replied,  that  it  was 
a  Diforder  which  he  could  cure,  but  thofe 
Gentlemen  could  not ;  and  indeed  he  proved 
to  be  right  in  his  Aftertion.  With  RelpeCt  to 
myfelf,  Sir,  I  think  I  am  obliged  to  be  a  little 
more  particular,  and  therefore  {hall  begin  with 
fome  of  your  Strictures,  wherein  you  would 
endeavour  to  wound  me  through  Plunkett' s 
.Sides,  which  Attempt  will  do  you  no  great 
Honor,  efpecially  at  your  firft  Onfet ;  as  will 
appear  by  my  Vindication,  wherein  I  {hall  rec¬ 
tify,  as  they  occur,  other  Falfhoods,  which, 
without  fome  fuch  Reproof,  may  have  a  Ten¬ 
dency  to  miflead  the  Public. 

After  introducing  feveral  vague  and  inde¬ 
terminate  Notions  concerning  the  {State,  and 
Exijlence  of  Cancers ,  you  boldly  aflert,  that 
the  Receipt  of  Plunkett's  Medicine,  with  the 
Directions  for  its  Ufe,  was  left  by  his  Name- 
fake  to  St.  Stephens  Hofpital  in  Dublin  >  and 
alfo,  that  it  appears  to  be  the  fame  Compofitiony 
which  Mr.  Plunkett  praBifed  with  here ,  &c. 
If  fo,  Sir,  this  fhould  feem  to  imply;  in  the 
firft  Place,  that  the  Medicine  is  a  valuable 
one  ^  otherwife  it  could  not  have  deferved  the 
Honor  of  being  introduced  into  Practice  there. 

But 
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But  as  Mr.  Plunkett  has  read  your  Account* 
le  defires  me  to  tell  the  World,  that  your  Af- 
ertion  is  entirely  falfe.  For  with  refped  to 
he  Hiftory  of  the  Medicine,  it  was  originally 
lifcovered  by  his  Grandfather  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  Years  ago,  and  left  to  his  only  Son  the 
Father  of  the  prefent  Mr.  Plunkett ,  and  from 
aim  communicated  only  to  this  latter  Mr. 
Plunkett .  That  St.  Stephens  Hofpital,  nor 
my  other,  ever  had  fuch  a  Legacy  nor  Com¬ 
munication,  from  either  of  the  above  Plun¬ 
ketts  ,  neither  do  they  know  any  more  of  the 
Matter  than  the  Great  Mogul ;  as  it  was  ne~ 
rer  communicated  to  any  Perfon  whatever* 
until  I  purchafed  it  of  this  lafi  Mr.  Plunkett 
near  feven  Years  ago,  and  this  Mr.  Plunkett  is 
ready  to  make  Oath  of,  and  calls  upon  you* 
Sir,  if  a  Man  of  Honor,  to  prove  your  Abor¬ 
tion,  if  you  can :  For  it  has  been  the  only 
Means  of  their  Support,  from  the  Beginning 
to  this  very  day  3  and  confequently  it  muft  be 
tfery  improbable,  in  fuch  Circumflances,  that 
they  fhould  be  inclined  to  give  it  away.  This 
being  the  Cafe,  Sir,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
in  the  next  Place,  the  Ground  for  the  lecond 
Part  of  your  Affertion,  wherein  you  affirm* 
the  Medicine,  which,  according  to  your  Ac¬ 
count,  is  ufed  in  Dublin ,  appears  to  be  the 
fame  Compofition  with  Mr.  Plunkett' s.  Pray, 
Sir,  how  came  you  to  know  its  Compoiitipn  ? 
Did  you  ever  fee  it  ?  How  can  you  pretend  to 

judge 
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judge  of  the  Appearance  of  a  Medicine  whicfi 
you  never  faw  ?  Did  he,  Mr.  Plunkett,  or 
Mr.  Guy,  ever  afford  you  an  Opportunity  of 
examining  it,  or  of  being  a  Spedator  of  their 
Manner  of  Application  ?  *  What  may  not 
therefore  be  expeded  from  a  Man  fo  incau¬ 
tious  in  his  Affertions,  and  fb  regardlefs  of 
^Veracity  ? 

You  have,  with  as  little  Reafon,  and  like 
Confidence,  been  pleafed.  Sir,  to  ftyle  the 
Medicine  a  Caujlic  ;  and  have  given  the  moft 
exalted  Ideas  of  the  Terrors  of  its  Operation, 
far  beyond  any  Pain  that  is  capable  of  being 
produced  by  the  Knife:  You  happen,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  here  again  to  difplay  an  Ignorance 
very  unbecoming  the  Charader  of  a  King* 

Surgeon ;  you  ought  to  know - nay,  you 

have  known,  the  Effieds  that  Caujlics  produce 
on  Cancers.  But  you  would  feem  rather  to 
evade  the  Queftion,  whether  it  be  a  Cauftic  or 
not,  by  your  artful  Manner  of  Writing ;  I 

had 

*  At  the  Time  that  there  appeared  an  anonymous 
Letter,  in  the  public  Papers,  probably  from  Mr.  Gataker , 
Getting  forth  that  the  Receipt  of  a  Medicine,  which  the 
Writer  called  Plunkett’s  Medicine,  was  fent  from  St.  Ste¬ 
phen s  Hofpital,  Dublin ,  to  London ,  I  requefted  a  Friend 
of  mine,  Mr.  Donnelan ,  who  had  Relations  then  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  to  write  over  to  them,  to  enquire  of  the  Phyficians 
at  St.  Stephen’s  Hofpital,  if  they  had  any  fuch  Medicine 
then  in  Ufe;  the  Anfwer  was,  that  they  had  no  fuch 
Medicine  in  their  Pradfice,  knew  of  no  fuch  Medicine, 
and  confequently  it  could  not  he  tranfmitted  by  them  t# 
London . 
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had  told  you  before  in  private  CohverfatioH , 
that  the  Operation,  and  Effects  of  this  Medi¬ 
cine  were  fpecifically  different  from  all  Cauftics 
whatever,  and  you  ought  to  have  known,  that 
applying  Cauftics,  never  fails  foreading  and 
enraging  a  Cancer  more,  in  one  Week,  than 
the  Difeafe,  from  its  own  Nature*  and  in  its 
moft  malignant  State,  is  capable  of  doing  in  a 
Month,  and  that  it  produces  a  fpeedy  Deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Patient ;  y  on  the  Contrary,  my 
Medicine,  (or,  if  you  pleale,  Plunkett' s  Me¬ 
dicine)  never  enrages,  nor  fpreads  the  Can¬ 
cer,  but  extirpates  the  whole,  with  its  Roots, 
in  fuch  Manner,  as  no  Cauftics  in  the  World 
are  capable  of  doing.  I  am  well  perfuaded, 
that  you  would  never  have  given  it  the  Name 
of  Cauftic ,  were  it  not  -from  a  Deiign  of  cre¬ 
ating  a  moft  horrible  Apprehenfion  of  it,  and 
thereby  depriving,  as  far  as  lies  in  your  Pow¬ 
er,  Perfons  who  would  other  wife  apply,  from 
having  the  Benefit  of  it.  But  why,  good  Sir, 
are  you  lo  malignant ,  if  you  really  think  it  is 
a  Cauftic ,  to  clamour,  or  objebt  to  a  Cauftic  in 
my  Hands,  more  than  in  your  own,  fince  you 
have  given  me  fufficient  Reafon  to  think  that 
you  fecretly  approve  of  Cauftics,  otherwife  what 
could  be  your  Reafons  for  uftng  Cauftic  Appli¬ 
cations  in  the  Cafe  of  Mrs. - - in  Bond - 

l ireet  F  where  I  was  afterwards  called  to  a  Con- 

B  fulta- 

f  See  the  Cafes,  in  Van  Swieteris  Commentaries  oil 
Boerhaavcy  of  the  Effect  of  Cauftics  applied  to  Cancels. 
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fultation  with  you  ;  whether  you  did  this  by 
Way  of  Experiment  to  dive  into  my  Practice, 
or  for  any  other  Reafon,  you  know  beft ;  but 
by  the  Condition  in  which  I  found  the  Patient, 

1  thought  it  by  no  Means  expedient  for  me  to 
intermeddle,  though  I  was  immediately  after 
feveral  Times  ftrongly  folicited  to  it  by  the 
Gentleman,  her  Huiband,  but  you  had  under¬ 
taken  it ;  and  what  the  Event  was  the  Under¬ 
taker  knows  the  beft. 

The  next  Article  deferving  Confederation  is, 
your  Effrontery,  and  felf-fufficient  Rhetoric  on 
the  Roots  of  Cancers .  An  infolent  Kind  of 
Ridicule,  founded  on  Ignorance,  here  holds 
the  Place  of  Argument,  to  fhew  that  there  is 
no  fuch  Thing  in  Exiftence.  But,  unluckily 
for  you,  Sir,  Perlons  of  the  greateft  Skill  and 
Learning  in  the  Science  of  Medicine  are  all 
againft  you ;  and  what  is  the  greateft  Inftance 
of  fhallow  Faculties,  you  unwarily  convidt 
yourfelf,  as  I  ftiall  fliew  by  your  own  Words. 
But  firft  let  me  afk,  how  you  came  to  be  fo 
fhort  in  your  Reading,  Mr.  Gataker ,  as  to  op- 
pofe  your  fingle  Opinion,  being  no  more  than 
a  Ample  Surgeon,  to  fome  of  the  greateft  Men 
that  ever  did  honour  to  the  Art  of  Phyfic ; 
hear  the  Words  of  the  illuftrious  Boerhaave , 

and  blu fli - £  For  unlefs  (fays  he)  the  Can - 

1  cer  be  extirpated  entirely ,  both  with  its 
c  Roots,  and  Seeds,  it  will  be  exafperated, 

*  tnd  return  to  the  more  internal  Parts yfo  as 

‘  U 
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*  to  produce  other  Cancers ,  &c.”  After  him, 

the  celebrated  Baron  Van  Sweeten  obferves, 
c  "That  is  called  the  Root  of  a  Cancer ,  by  which 
c  /V  adheres  to  the  circumjacent  Parts,  and ,  c/i 
c  /V  were ,  difperfes  itfelf  through  them  \  for  it 
f  was  obferved  before ,  Tto  j/z  idcerated  Cancer 
c  out  fuch  malignant  Roots,  on  all  Sides , 
c  into  the  adjacent  Parts ,  which  it  firmly 

c  adhered.  ‘The Name  of  Roots  (continues  he) 
c  is  not  improperly  to  thefe  fpreading 

c  Parts  of  a  Cancer ,  becaufe  after  it  has  been 
f  extirpated ,  it  Iprouts  up  again  f  rom  thofe 
c  Roots,  if  any  of  them  are  left  behind .”  This 
Is,  fome  how  or  other,  a  powerful  Contradic¬ 
tion  ;  _  and,  in  this  Cafe,  which  will  the  Fa¬ 
culty  be  moft  inclined  to  credit,  the  little  Mr. 
Ga taker  or  the  great  Van  Sweeten  ?  How 
came  Mr.  Gataker  to  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
meet  with  fuch  a  fevere  Correction  ?  Why, 

*  becaufe  he  would  be  fo  fuffcient  as  to  know  that 
c  it  is  only  in  Imagination  that  there  are  fuch 
c  Roots  exiftingP  You  cannot,  Sir,  pretend 
that  Boerhaave  or  Van  Sweeten  are  obfolete 
Writers.  The  former  lived  fince  my  Time, 
and  the  latter  is,  at  this  Day,  principal  Phy- 
fician  to  the  Emprefs.  However,  it  feems 
this  new  and  doubtlefs  mote  difcerning  Doc¬ 
trine  of  yours,  muft  give  them  both,  and  all 
other  Writers,  the  Coup  de  Grace ,  as  well  as 
me.  It  is  Pity,  that  you  never  rdad  thofe  cele¬ 
brated  Authors  5  but  I  am  willing  to  place 

B  %  youf 
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your  Want  of  Reading  to  your  Hurry  of  Bu- 
finefs  y  for  i  cannot  think,  that  if  you  had  read 
you  would  have  been  hardy  enough  to  have  at¬ 
tacked  me  in  a  Point  fo  clear,  or  to  have 
charged  me  with  imagining  the  Exigence  of 
the  Roots  of  Cancers,  which  by  the  Judg¬ 
ment  and  Experience  of  your  Betters  have  re¬ 
ally  exifted - and  all  this  only  with  a  View 

to  perfuade  the  World,  that  my  Medicine  is 
uncapable  of  extirpating  a  Cancer  with  Roots, 
hecaufe ,  as  you  fay,  Cancers  have  no  Roots ,  but 
in  Imagination ,  •  Thefe  are  vour  own  Words, 
Mr.  Gataker :  c  But  if  any  one  was  to  pretend 
. c  that  thefe  Medicines  would  not  only  dejlroy  the 
c  Tumour ,  or  Sore ,  which  they  are  applied  to3 

<  but  would  even  eaty  or  draw  out  the  Roots  of 
c  thefe  Tumors  or  Sores ,  it  would  at  once  appear 

<  impracticable  to  a  Perfon  truly  informed  of 
4  the  Nature  of  thefe  D  if  orders.  And  for  the 

c  be  ft  Re  of  on  which  could  poftibly  be  given - - 

c  becaufe  he  would  bnow,  that  there  are  not  any 
c  fitch  Roots  exijiing  but  in  Imagination For 
the  Difficulty  of  deftroying  the  Tumor,  and 
eating  out  the  Roots,  with  which  you 
feem  to  be  puzzled,  I  fhall  leave  you  to 
ftudy  a  little  longer,  to  explain  it  if  you  can. 
For  I  have  never  given  any  fuch  Defcriptions 
myfelf  of  the  Operation  of  my  Medicine,  and 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  on  my  Part,  what 
Turn  or  inter efted  Views  it  could  ferve,  as  you 
pretend  to  inlinuate,  if  I  were  to  enter  into  a 

Debate 
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Debate  whether  Cancers  have  Roots  or  not. 
[f  I  cure  them  it  is  fufficient,  and  that  I  do 
cure  them,  can  be  proved  by  Hundreds  of 
Inftances.  I  have,  and  do  ftill  aftert,  that 
Cancers  have  Roots,  and  that  they  are  to  be 
feen  in  every  Cafe,  where  they  are  extirpated 
by  my  Method.  Every  Patient  and  every 
By-ftander  can  witnefs  this  Truth,  and  I  hope 
they  are  not  all  to  be  fufpedted  of  Falihood. 

But  when  a  Cancer  is  cut  out  of  the  Bread:, 
or  any  other  Part,  the  fight  of  them  is  loft  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  are  the  numerous  fmall 
Veftels  in  a  Piece  of  Butchers  Meat,  being 
divided  at  the  Time  of  Difledtion,  and  ob- 
fcured  by  the  Blood,  which  ifliies  from  the 
Wounds  of  the  principal  Veins  and  Arteries : 
But  this  Concealment  does  not  take  away  their 
Exiftence,  though  to  the  incurious  Obfer- 
ver  they  may  be  imperceptible .  But  I  need 
proceed  no  farther,  iince  I  have  upon  this 
Point,  what  I  imagine  the  Reader  will  call 
your  Recantation  or  Confefion.  For  thus  fays 
Mr.  Gataker ,  c  It  may  be  faid  indeed ,  that  pitch 
c  Roots  are  fo?netimes  vijtble  after  a  Rumor  has 
(  been  extirpated  by  thefe  caufic  Applications* 
‘  It  is  certainly  true ,  that  the  Appearances 
■  which  are  called  Roots ,  are  fometimes  vifible, 
*  after  a  Scirrhus  or  cancerous  Rumour  has  been 
c  extirpated  by  this  Method ;  and  fo  there  are 
c  after  other  glandulous  Rumors  have  been  exiir- 

c  pated 
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c  paled  by  caujlic  Applications l  I  leave  you  to 
reconcile,  if  you  can,  thefe,  which  appear  to 
me  to  be  evident  Contradictions.  For  in  one 
Place  you  abfolutely  deny  any  fuch  Roots  to  be  ex - 
ijling ,  and  then  confefs  that  what  are  called 
Roots  are  fometimes  vifible.  Why,  if  they  re¬ 
ferable  Roots,  and,  as  Van  Sweeten  obferves, 
do  the  Office  of  Roots,  why  fhould  they  not 
be  called  fo  ffill  ?  Are  Mankind  to  change 
their  rational  and  ejlablijhed  Modes  of  Speech 
to  gratify  the  ignorant  Conceit  of  Mr.  Ga- 
taker  ? 

Senfible,  I  fuppole,  of  your  Inconfiftencies, 
you  would  afterwards  cut  my  Throat  with  a 
Feather. 

c  Undoubtedly  (fay  you)  it  mujl  be  difagree - 
€  able  to  a  Man ,  fuppofed  to  underfand  the 
4  Principles  of  his  ProfeJJion ,  and  to  be  acquaint - 
c  ed  with  the  improved  State  of  Surgery ,  to  be 
c  obliged  publicly  to  adopt  and  fupport  fuch  a?i 
c  obfolete  Notion ,  and  yet  in  Mr.  Guy’s  Situa - 
c  tion>  it  might  feem  neceffary .’ 

Unfortunately  courteous !  You  have  feen. 
Sir,  that  it  is  no  obfolete  Notion,  being  main¬ 
tained  by  the  greateft  Phyficians  of  the  prefen t 
Age,  and  founded  upon  Reafons,  which  you 
cannot  remove.  But  what  would  you  imply 
by  that  invidious  Imputation  c  in  Mr.  Guy  s 
Situation  ?  ’  Certainly  mv  Reputation  as  a  Sur¬ 
geon,  has  ever  flood  as  clear  as  Mr.  Gataker  s ; 
my  Circumftances*  if  you  mean  them,  are 

more 
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more  probable  to  put  me  above  difhoneft  or. 
mean  Actions,  than  yours.  It  is  true,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  your  Situation  is  indeed  better,  than  it  was 
a  few  Years  ago,  hnce  I  remember,  from  the 
great  Goodnefs  of  His  Majesty,  in  railing 
you  fo  me  what  above  many  others  of  your  Fra¬ 
ternity,  but  Honors  and  Wifdom  do  not  always 
go  Hand  in  Hand  together.  What  a  Man  of 
Confequence  you  would  feem  to  be,  in  giving 
us  an  Account  of  the  c  obliging  Manner ,  in 
€  which  the  Company  of  Surgeons'  appointed 
you  to  read  their  Lectures  ?  And  yet,  I  fup- 
pofe,  that  you  would  fcarce  have  plumed 
yourfelf  upon  it  fo  much,  if  you  had  been 
aware,  that  this  had  been  alfo  my  Situation : 
For  the  Company  appointed  me  likewife  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Anatomy ,  in  the  felf-fame  obliging  Man¬ 
ner  ,  that  they  appointed  you.  And  about  eight 
Years  ago  I  gave  Ledtures  in  the  Theatre  as 
well  as  yourfelf.  This  then,  I  think,  may 
fufiice  for  Situations . 

I  therefore  leave  this  Subjedt  to  come  to 
the  Difcuffion  of  a  very  interefting  Point. 
Here  are  very  heavy  Charges  laid  againfc  me, 
which  are  to  be  cleared  up,  and  wide  Differ¬ 
ences  again  in  our  Opinions.  You  pretend  that, 

c  Mr.  Guy  frequently  endeavours ,  in  •  the  , 
c  frongeft  Terms ,  to  reprefent ,  and  heighten  the 
c  Grievances  of  the  Operation  by  Incijion.  The 
c  Pain  of  thisy  and  every  other  Operation  is  in - 
*  deed  to  be  lamented ;  but  as  Mr.  Guy  could 

not 
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<  not  be  wfenjible  that  the  'Pam  excitea  by  Plim« 
4  kett’j  Medicine  is\  in  Jome  Parts  of  its  Ope - 
4  ration ,  not  only  as  fever  e  as  almofi  any  Pain 
4  that  be  can  be  (offered ,  bat  much  aggravated 
4  in  Comparifon  with  the  other  Method ,  by  the 
4  tedious  Duration  of  it  $  as  he  mu(l  be  equally 
4  fenfible ,  that  there  are  many  cancerous  Cafes , 
4  which  from  their  Size ,  their  Situation ,  and 
4  Circumjlances ,  cannot  admit  of  having 
4  this  Medicine  applied  to  them ;  ^ 

4  bad  Cafes ,  has  declined  the  Applica- 

4  tion^  where  they  have  aj ter  wards  been  relieved) 
4  common  Operation ,  &c. 

Now,  Sir,  had  you  quoted  my  Words 
you  would  have  left  the  Public  to  have  judged 
for  themfelves,  whether  I  have  heightened 
the  Grievances  of  Cutting,  in  any  Terms,  that 
might  deferve  Cenfure.  Indeed  I  do  not  con- 
conceive  it  is  poffible  to  do  it ;  but  before  I  go 
further  into  this  Argument,  relating  to  the  eafi- 
eft  Method  of  curing  Cancers,  whether  by  your 
cutting  Method,  or  mine  without  cutting, 
let  us  premife,  that  formerly  I  ufed  to  cut 
Cancers  out,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  until  I  became 
acquainted  with  an  ealier  and  better  Method ; 
and  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  I  have  per¬ 
formed,  and  ftill  can  perform  the  Operation, 
with  the  Knife,  with  as  much  Dexterity  as 
yourfelf,  if  I  fhould  at  any  Time  be  defired  to 

do 

*  Vid.  my  EfTay  of  Scirrhus  Tumors  and  Cancers  j 
and  Practical  Observations  on  Cancers,  &c.  &c. 
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do  It  by  a  Patient  in  Preference  to  my  other 
Way;  though  I  confefs  I  fhould  rather  wifh 
to  be  excufed,  for  I  have  not  imbrued  my 
hands  in  Blood  for  near  thefe  ieven  Years  pad:. 
However,  this  may  ferve  to  inform  you,  that 
I  have  my  Option  to  proceed  that  Way,  if  I 
pleafe,  and  neceffity  fhould  fo  require.  How¬ 
ever,  in  Oppofition  to  it,  I  do  adfert  now, 
what  I  never  did  before,  that  cutting,  and  what 
follows  by  taking  up  the  Blood-Veffels  with 
the  Needle,  and  then  tying  them  with  the 
Ligatures,  as  is  the  common  Practice,  is,  of 
all  Fain  that  I  have  been  able  to  form  a  Judg¬ 
ment  of,  the  mod:  grievous,  fevere,  and  ter¬ 
rifying,  and  believe  that  few  or  no  Wo¬ 
men,  would  fubmit  to  have  a  Bread:  cut  off, 
were  they  not  perfwaded  of  there  being  no 
Alternative  but  that,  or  Death.  The  latter 
Idea  will  frequently,  together  with  Hope, 
enable  them  to  fuftain,  and  admit  of  fuch  an 
Operation.  But  fuppofe  I  go  farther,  and 
comparatively  confider  the  Conlequences  fome- 
times  attending  this,  as  well  as  other  Ope- 
rations  by  the  Knife.  You  ought  not 
to  be  ignorant,  Sir,  that  there  are  certain 
Times,  when  the  Blood,  Juices,  or  the  Ha¬ 
bit  of  Body,  which  you  pleafe,  is  in  a  too 
relaxed  or  diifolved  State,  at  which  Time,  an 
Operation  of  this  Sort  before  mentioned,  fre¬ 
quently  from  its  Irritation,  produces  high  Fe¬ 
vers,  Convulfions,  the  Locked  Jaw,  and 

C  ,  Death 
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Death  in  a  few  Days,  and  this  certain  Time 
is  impoffible  to  be  known  by  any  Skill  what¬ 
ever  3  whatever,  any  one  may  pretend  to  the 
contrary,  1  have  feen  it  happen  many  Times, 
and  fo  muft  every  one,,  who  has  known  any 
con  fid'er  able  Share  of  Practice.  To  obviate 
a  Part  of  this  Danger,  the  Holpitals  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fubftitute  the  Agaricky  and  other 
<S tipticks  to  flop  bleeding,  without  taking  the 
Ligature  to  their  Affiftance  ;  and  happy  would 
it  have  been  for  many,  had  they  met  with  fuch 
Succefs,  as  to  have  eftablifhed  it  m  general  Prac¬ 
tice,  feeing  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  on  tying 
the  Bood-Feffels,  a  Branch  of  a  Nerve  will  be 
frequently  included  within  the  Ligature,  and 
when  it  fo  happens,  that  alone  is  capable  of 
producing  all  the  above  Symptoms,  even  tho* 
the  Patient  fhould  be  otherwife  in  a  good  State, 
of  Health,  and  it  is  fometimes  impoffible  to 
difeern,  or  avoid  fuch  Accidents  from  the 
great  Flux  of  Blood  iffuing  at  the  Inftant,  that 
an  Operation  is  performing.  God  forbid  fuch 
Misfortunes  fhould  be  general,  I  do  not  mean 
to  fay  it,  nor  fhould  have  gone  fo  far  had  I 
not  been  forced  through  your  Indifcretion 
and  Malevolence,  to  compare  the  Nature  and 
Confequence  of  one  Operation  with  thofe  of 
the  other.  In  general,  after  any  capital 
Operation,  by  the  Knife,  Opiates  are  given  in 
order  to  ftifie  Pain,  and  take  off  that  Irritation, 
which  is  occasioned  by  it :  Thefe  are  continued 

more 
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inore  or  lefs,  accordingly  as  Symptoms  aba fe, 
or  retjuire  the  Ufe  of  them,  and  without  this 
Method  more  ill  Succefs  would  happen,  than 
does.  Now  in  Refped:  to  the  Effects  of  my  Medi¬ 
cine  ^  wherever  it  hath  been  applied,  though  in 
fome  Cafes  it  may  have  given  confiderable  Pain  ; 
yet  the  Pain  was  never  Fo  great  as  to  throw 
the  Patient  into  an  high  Fever,  or  any  Fever 
tt>  continue  many  Flours  $  and  not  one  Patient 
in  twenty,  has  any  Fever  at  all,  nor  even  fo 
much  Pain  as  to  confine  them  a  fingJe  Day  to 
a  Bed-Chamber  ;  nor  have  I,  in  any  one  Cafe, 
in  all  my  Practice,  had  Occafion  to  give  an 
Opiate }  but  for  the  Generality  my  Patients  are 
fo  well  as  to  go  Abroad  during  the  whole  Pro- 
cefs  of  the  Cure,  and  this  I  can  prove  from 
many  of  thofe  Cafes  which  I  before  have  pub- 
lifhed,  as  well  as  others  m.ore  numerous,  yet 
unpublished. 

As  a  Specimen,  I  will  give  you  thofe  of 
the  three  Perfons  following,  who  are  now  un¬ 
der  Cure,  by  my  Method,  having  all  of  them 
Scirrhujfes  in  their  Breads. 

The  firjl  at  Mr.  - - ,  in  Cornhill,  is  a 

Lady  of  the  mod  tender  and  delicate  Condi- 
tution,  labouring  under  another  griev¬ 
ous  Diforder,  befides  that  of  her  Bread,  for 
which  I  defired  that  a  Phyfician  might  be 
confulted,  and  Dr.  Fothergill  was  appointed, 
and  has  attended  her.  This  Lady  has  gone 
through  the  Operation  by  rny  Method,  has 

C  2.  never 
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never  had  the  leaft  Fever,  to  keep  her  out  of 
the  Dining-room  any  one  Day,  nor  has  fuf- 
fered  any  confiderable  Pain,  or  injury  to  her 
Health  from  the  Medicine.  The  Scirrhus  is 
extirpated,  and  {he  is  near  well  of  that  Com- 
plaint ,  for  which  I  attended  her. 

The  fecand\ s  a  Lady  at  Mr. - ,  in  Ta- 

‘viJiock-Strwty  who  came  later  under  my  Care 
than  the  aforementioned  Lady ;  the  Scirrhus 
is  now  coming  out  of  the  Breaft ;  {he  has  com¬ 
plained  of  more  Pain  than  the  former,  but 
has  had  no  Fever,  is  well  in  Health,  has  not 
been  confined  to  her  Chamber  a  fingle  Day, 
was  at  the  Play  while  fhe  was  under  my  Hands, 
and  told  me,  that  the  Pain  was  not  fo  great  as 
to  difappoint  her  of  the  Pleafure  fhe  expected. 
She  is  in  a  promifing  Way  to  do  well. 

I'he  third ,  a  Lady,  at  Mr. — ,  near  Temple- 
Bar ,  with  the  fame  Diforder  as’  the  above,  began 
the  Operation  in  the  like  Marnier,  the  fame  Day; 
has  fared  better  than  them  both;  has  hadnoFe- 
ver,  and  very  little  Pain,  fo  little  as  not  to  con¬ 
fine  her ;  for  {he  has  gone  out  to  her  Friends 
almofhevery  Day  from  the  Beginning  to  this 
Time the,  Scirrhus  is  coming  out,  and  fhe 
appears  likely  to  do  well,  being  in  good 
Health.  The  whole  of  the  Pain  is  over  with 
them  all. 

I  have  entered  into  no  Particulars  in  Relpedi 
to  the  Pain,  farther  than  is  neceffary  to  the 
Point  propofed ;  namely,  for  diftinguifhing  be¬ 
tween  the  Situations  of  thofe  under  my  Me¬ 
thod, 
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thod,  and  t’nofe  that  are  cut,  the  Truth  of 
which  may  be  known  to  any  one,  who  will 
pleafe  to  call  on  me  for  further  Information  ; 
or  they  may  fee  the  Ladies  themfelves. 

I  (hall  now  endeavour,  Sir,  to  fhew 
the  great  Difference  between  your  Angular 
Opinion,  and  that  of  others  of  the  Faulty ; 
both  in  Refpect  to  Pain,  Propriety,’  and'  Suc- 
cefs,  with  Regard  to  the  different  Methods 
aforementioned,  for  the  Cure  of  Cancers . 
Thefe  are  not  ordinary  Evidences,  which  I  am 
about  to  produce,  but  Gentlemen  of  Repiu* 
tation  in  the  Profejjion ,  whofe  Judgments  are 
to  be  depended  upon,  and  I  doubt  not,  but 
will  do  Honor  to  my  Caufe ;  they  were  un¬ 
der  Neceffity  to  give  a  Preference  either  to 
my  Medicine  or  Catting.  Let  the  Fafe  give 
Evidence  for  themfelves. 

Dr.  Jones ,  an  eminent  Phyficiah  at  Haver - 
ford-WeJi ,  brought  his  Lady  to  London ,  in  order 
to  have  a  Confultation  on  her  Cafe ;  (he  being 
afflifted  with  a  large  cancerous  Tumor  in  her 
Bread.  The  Opinions  of  thofe  he  confulted 
were,  that  fhe  mud  fubmit  to  part  with  the 
greated:  Portion  of  her  Bread,  by  InciJiony  as  the 
only  Means  to  avoid  a  greater  Misfortune.  The 
Shock  the  DoBor  received  at  the  Sentence, 
being  a  competent  Judge  of  Confequences. 
occafioned  his  hefitating  a  few  Days;  after 
which  he  applied  to  me  to  difeourfe  upon  the 
Matter.  No  Man  was  more  diftrefied,  nor 
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weighed  with  more  Attention  the  Argument 
on  both  Sides,,  to  obtain  his  Wife’s  Cure  by 
the  Method  which  fhould  be  eafieft,  and 
fureft.  He  determined  upon  the  Ufe  of  my 
Method  againft  that  of  cutting,  and  brought 
his  Lady  the  next  Day  to  my  Houfe  for  an 
Inlpedtion  of  her  Cafe.  She  was  immedi¬ 
ately  put  under  my  Care,  and  the  Scirrhus 
was  extirpated  by  my  Method.  She  had  no 
Fever,  nor  any  considerable  Pain,  fo  much  as 
to  diforder  her  ;  fhe  received  a  perfedt  Cure, 
and  has  continued  well  now  above  five  Years. 
Some  confiderable  Time  afterwards,  the  Doc¬ 
tor  tranfmitted  me  a  Paper,  which  contained 
his  Opinions  concerning  this  excellent  Me¬ 
thod  of  curing  Cancers  which  he  chofe  to  ex¬ 
perience  in  Preference  to  others ;  defiring  me 
at  the  fame  Time  to  publifti  it.  But  as  I  have 
always  found  that  Fadts  themfelves,  were  fuf- 
ficent  Recommendations,  I  thought  that  1 
had  then  no  Occafion  to  make  any  further 
Ufe  of  it,  than  juft  as  a  Narrative  of  the  Cure. 
The  faid  Paper  may  pofiibly  now  be  of  more 
Service  for  the  future,  as  the  Dodtor  upon 
thofe  Principles,  has  fince  recommended 
Cafes  to  me,  which  have  done  Honor  to  his 
Recommendation,  by  the  Succefs  wherewith 
they  have  been  attended. 

Dodtor  Ferni hough ,  an  eminent  Phyjician , 
and  an  old  Practitioner^  at  Chejler ,  (now 
lately  deceafed)  had  been  at  firft  a  great 

Enemy 
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Snemy,  andOppofer  of  my  Method  of  curing : 
or  he  had  endeavoured  (though  in  vain)  to 
iiffuade  feveral  of  his  Patients  afiliCted  with 
'lancers  from  coming  to  London  to  be  under 
ny  Care ;  but  afterwards  finding  them  return 
dome  cured,  he  laid  afide  his  former  Pre_ 
udices.  And  as  it  happened  fome  Time  after 
hat  his  only  Daughter  (Mrs.  Oliver )  became 
ifflided  with  an  Incipient  Cancer  in  her  Bread: : 
rhe  Doctor  immediately  on  her  dilcoverinp-  it 
o  him,  fet  out  with  her  for  London,  and  w?th- 
iut  Delay,  put  her  entirely  under  my  Direc- 
ion.  The  Lump  being  recent,  it  fubmitted 
o  Refolution,  and  the  returned  Home  cured 
n  a  thort  Time,  to  the  entire  Satisfaction  of 
ler  Father,  as  well  as  herfelf :  For  upon  this 
ivent,  the  DoCtor  became  my  very  good 
‘  fiend,  and  recommended  to  me,  afterwards, 
very  Cafe  that  came  in  his  Way.  This  Cafe 
nay  poffibly  be  remembered  by  Dr.  James. 

_  DoCtor' - an  eminent  Pbyjician  in 

London,  put  his  Wife  under  my  Direction, 
br  a  Tumor  in  the  Bread:,  which  had  much 
he  Appearance  ot  being  cancerous,  but  hap— 
'ily  fubfided  by  refolvent  Means.  The  Lady 
eceived  a  perfeCt  Cure  in  a  thort  Time ;  her 
lafe  being  always  kept  extremely  private,  is 
be  Reafon  for  omitting  the  mentioning  of  her 
Jame.  The  Doctor  has  Generality  enough, 
lowever,  to  fatisfy  any  one,  that  fhould  pri- 
ately  defire  it. 
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A  Lady  now  under  my  Care,  a  Relation  to, 
and  recommended  by  Mr.  Lee,  an  ingenious, 
and  eminent  Surgeon,  at  Mile-End,  London , 
had  then  a  retraced  Cancer  in  her  Bread, 
which  has  fince  been  extirpated  by  my  Method, 
and  is  now  near  well.  She  has  had  no 
Fever  at  all,  nor  fo  much  Pain  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  from  coming  daily  to'  my  Houfe 
to; be  drefled.  Mr,  Lee  candidly  confeff- 
ed  his  Approbation  of  my  Method,  know¬ 
ing  a  Lady  now  living  in  his  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  whom  I  formerly  cured  of  this  Diforder, 
which  induced  him,  as  I  conceive,  to  give 
the  Preference  to  my  Method,  not  fuffering 
his  Relation  to  be  loft,  in  Compliment  to  a 
few  others,  alike  worthy  in  their  Principles 
with  Mr.  Gataker . 

Mr.  Page ,  a  judicious  and  experienced  Sur¬ 
geon  and  (I  believe)  Senior  Surgeon  to  the 
Hojpital  at  Brijlol ,  having  been  Witnefs  of 
my  Succefs  in  extirpating  a  Ca?icer  from  the 
Bread:  of  a  Lady,  Sifter  to  a  noble  Earl, 
was  thence  induced  to  bring  his  Niece  to  London 
for  my  Advice,  fhe  being  afflidted  with  a  Can¬ 
cer  on  her  Face,  which  had  deftroyed  about 
half  the  End  of  her  Nofe,  together  with  near 
the  whole  Noftril,  and  fpreading  upwards  to 
the  Eye-lid,  to  the  great  Deformity  of  a  beau¬ 
tiful  Face,  the  young  Lady  being  about  twenty 
Years  of  age.  He  firft  took  the  Opinions  of 
two  of  the  moil  eminent  Surgeons  at  St.  James's 
A  -  End 
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End  of  the  Town,  whole  opinions  were,  that 
every  Thing  had  been  done  already  that  they 
could  advife,  and  recommended  palliating 
the  Diforder  as  far  as  poffible ;  Mr.  Page  then 
confulted  me,  and  thought  proper  to  leave  his 
Niece  in  Town  under  my  Care ;  in  a  fhort 
Time  afterwards  the  Lady’s  Face  was  entirely 
healed,  and  fhe  returned  to  Brijhl  perhaps  as 
happy  as  any  Mortal  could  conceive  her- 
lelf ;  nor  have  I  any  Advice  of  her  not  con¬ 
tinuing  well.  Here  the  Knife  could  not  be 
applied,  and  if  there  was  a  Method  of  curing 
Cancers  by  Gallflies,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  made  ufe  of  them,  and  not  have  fuffered 
the  Diforder  to  have  continued  for  near  two 
Years,  attended  not  only  with  the  ufual  Dan¬ 
ger,  but  alfo  with  the  increafe  of  fuch  a  fright¬ 
ful  Disfiguration. 

Here  is  another  Cafe,  the  laft  I  fhall  give, 
and  in  Mr.  Ay  let  f s  own  Words,  as  they  ftand 
in  the  Magazine. 

To  the  AUTHOR  of  the  LONDON 

MAGAZINE. 

SIR , 

ON  perufing  a  Treatife  on  Cancers  juft 
publifhed  by  Mr.  Guy ,  I  expected  to 
have  feen  my  Sifter’s  Cafe  inferted  among  others 
in  his  Book,  but  obferving  the  Number  of 
Cafes  limited,  may  fuppofe  that  to  be  the 
Reafon  of  its  being  omitted.  However,  as  I 

D  efteem 
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efteem  her  Cure  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  and 
notable  one,  I  defire  the  Liberty  of  introducing 
it  in  your  Magazine,  in  juftice  to  Mr,  Guy , 
and  for  the  good  of  the  Public. 

About  two  Years  before  we  confulted  Mr. 
Guy,  my  .Sifter,  Mrs.  Mclhora  Ayleti ,  was 
troubled  with  a  Pain  in  her  Breaft,  which  was 
discovered  to  proceed  from  a  i welled  Gland 
juft  under  the  Nipple,  for  which  bleeding,  and 
laxative  Medicines  were  adminiftered  very  fre¬ 
quently,  and  likewife  an  Iffue  made  in  the 
Arm.  The  Breaft,  with  the  Nipple,  after¬ 
wards  contracted,  and  drawed  in,  more  and 
more,  until  the  Swelling  gradually  became 
of  the  Size  of  a  large  Hens  Egg,  difcoloured, 
perfectly  cancerous,  and  fcarcely  moveable 
from  the  Ribs.  I  confulted  another  Surgeon 
on  the  Gccafion,  as  we  had  the  more  Reafon 
to  fear  bad  Confequences  from  the  unhappy 
Fate  of  her  Mother,  who  died  of  the  fame 
Diforder,  and  feeing  the  like  Misfortune  com¬ 
ing  on  my  Sifter  apace,  I  was  defirous  of  her 
coming  to  London  to  be  under  Mr.  Guy\  Di- 
redtions:  He  very  kindly  undertook  her  Cure, 
though  difcouraged  by  fome  Appearance  of  its 
having  before  been  in  the  Family;  yet  in  Con- 
fequence  of  his  Skill  in  the  Treatment  of  her 
Cafe,  fhe  received  a  perfedt  Cure  in  little 
more  than  two  Months  Time. 

I  cannot  help  adding,  that  I  confider  Mr. 
Guy  s  Medicine,  and  Method  of  treating  Can¬ 
cers 
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cers  as  a  moft  valuable  and  interefting  Improve¬ 
ment  in  Surgery,  not  only  from  the  Succefs 
attending  it,  but  as  fuch  Cures  are  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  without  ufing  the  Knife,  a  Circumftance 
of  great  Comfort  to  the  afflicted  with  thole 
miferable  Complaints,  and  deferving  of  every 
Encouragement  that  can  be  beftowed  on  it. 

During  the  Time  of  her  Cure  fhe  never  had 
any  Fever,  nor  underwent  much  Confine¬ 
ment.  Geo.  Avlett,  fen. 

Sept.  4,  1762.  Surgeon ,  at  Rumford,  Effex. 

N.  B .  She  continues  perfectly  well  at  this  *fime. 

This  Cafe,  Sir,  I  term  a  very  bad  one, 
and  if  Mr.  Aylett  had  thought  cutting  out  the 
Cancer,  would  either  have  proved  more  eafy 
for  her  to  bear,  or  likely  to  fucceed  better  in 
the  Event,  I  have  no  Reafon  to  think,  that 
he  would  have  brought  his  Sifter  to  me;  -ft nee 
he  neither  wanted  Judgment  himfelf,  nor  the 
beft  Advice  from  others,  that  was  to  be  had.  . 

The  above  Cafes  are  not  inferted  fo  much 
with  a  View  of  proving  the  Succefs  of  my 
Practice,  for  I  think  the  former  Publications 
of  that  Sort  may  fuftice  for  the  Conviction  of 
any  reafonable  Perfon,*  who  confiders,  that 
no  Man  can  ever  pretend  to  be  infallible,  spe¬ 
cially  in  fuch  uncertain  Affairs  as  human 
Health  and  Life :  as  to  demonftrate  to  every 
Reader,  how  far  Envy  and  Malice  will  carry 

D  2  Men 

Vid.  My  EfTay,  and  practical  Obfervations,  with  100 
Cafes,  dedicated  to  the  King,  with  his  Leave. 
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Men  (who  are  jealoufly  inclined,  and  would 
live  only  for  themfelves,)  in  their  Attempts 
upon  their  Neighbours  Reputation;  wherein 
if  the  injuredPerfon  be  really  ufeful,  thePublic 
rnuft  be  Sufferers  as  well  as  he,  as  being  thereby 
deprived  of ,  his  Affiftance.  My  Reputation 
might  probably  have  been  made  a  Sacrifice  to 
Mr.  Gataker  s  evil  Deligns,  had  I  not,  for  my 
Defence,  the  powerful  Weapons  of  Truth  and 
a  good  Character;  for  when  a  M&n  becomes 
in  fome  Degree  eminent  in  his  Profeffion, 
fuch  Advantages  are  apt  to  attract  the  Eyes 
of  the  Public,  who  at  the  fame  Time  are  ge¬ 
nerally  too  ready  to  receive  difadvantageous  Im- 
preffions,  on  the  leaf!  Plaufibilities.  But  un¬ 
der  thefe  Difadvantages,  1  flatter  myfelf,  that 
what  I  have  afferted  will  be  well  received,  fee¬ 
ing  it  is  ftrengthened  by  the  Affent,  and  Opi¬ 
nion  of  others,  indifputably  {killed,  and  judi¬ 
cious  in  the  Merit  of  the  Queftion,  and  who, 
notwithftanding  the  moft  inveterate  Prejudices, 
that  Art  or  Falfhoods  could  throw  in  the  Way, 
were  not  to  be  milled  againft  their  Reafbn  and 
the  Evidence  of  Fadts.  Such  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  their  Motives  for  trufting  their  neareft 
Friends  to  my  Care,  and  giving  the  Preference 
to  my  Method  as  the  leaft  hazardous  Means  of 
receiving  permanent  Succefs. 

I  have  ftill  fome  Remarks  to  make  upon  the 
following  Words  of  Mr.  Gataker . 

f)  As 
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e  As  he  mujl  be  equally  fenfble  (you  fay)  that 
■  there  are  many  cancerous  Cafes ,  which  fr am 
*  their  Size ,  their  Situation ,  and  other  Cir- 
1  cum  fiances^  ca?mot  admit  of  having  this  Me - 
?  dicine  applied  to  them .’ 

This  Allegation  is  certainly  moft  true,  for 
it  cannot  be  applied  to  fome  of  the  internal 
Parts ;  nor  do  I  chufe  it,  where  a  Cancer  is  of 
an  enormous  Size ;  in  either  of  which  Cafes, 
however,  the  Cure  by  the  Knife  will  be  liable 
to  the  fame  Objections,  as  will  hereafter  be 
ihewn  in  another  Place. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  whole  of  the  Objec¬ 
tion  :  You  add  further,  4  As  in  other  bad 
1  Cafes  he  has  declined  the  Application  of  the 
c  Medicine ,  where  they  have  afterwards  been 

c  relieved ,  or  cured ,  by  the  common  Operation ? 

c  Scc/btf'  vdi  '  ?;ii  ei  n §^.r 

I  cannot  think  it  a  Refcclion^  Sir,  to  declhie 
the  Application ,  where  1  think  it  cannot  prove 
fuccefsful ;  for  in  this  Point,  if  I  were  not  to 
be  guided  by  Experience,  I  fhould  as  often 
be  fliipwrecked  as  thofe  who  unfkilfully  and 
indifcriminately  ufe  the  Knife.  For  in  fuch 
Inftances,  where  there  is  no  ProfpeCl  of  a 
Cure,  I  always  fhomd  advife  the  moft  eafy 
and  palliative  Means.  And  your  farther  Sug- 
geftion  likewife,  of  fuch  Patients  being  after¬ 
wards  relieved  by  others,  1  fhaii  readily  ad¬ 
mit  likewife  ;  for  I  would  not,  like  you,  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  the  whole  Skill  of  the  Profelfion 

centered 
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centered  in  myfelf.  To  relieve  them  in  fuch 
Cafes  may  be  confidered  as  lying  within  a  very 
limited  Compafs,  for  all  that  then,  in  general, 
comes  under  the  Surgeon’s  Province  is,  to  keep 
them  eafy  in  the  Dreffings,  and  as  clean  as 
peffible :  The  mod  important  Part  in  fuch  un¬ 
happy  Situations,  will  become  the  Province  of 
the  Phyfician.  His  Skill  will  here  be  fhewn 
in  preferibing  fuch  internal  Medicines,  as  may 
keep  the  Body  in  proper  Temperature,  and 
abate,  as  far  as  Art  will  go,  the  ufual 
Sufferings  incident  to  fuch  Cafes,  by  that 
Means  protracting  the  DeftruCtion,  which 
might  ofnerwife  more  immediately  enfue.  But 
if  you  mean,  by  the  Words  before  recited,  to 
insinuate,  that  1  could  not  ufe  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  Means  of  Surgery  for  relieving ,  that 
others  do,  you  then  are  mod  affuredly  mif- 
taken.  Though,  indeed,  as  my  Practice  for 
feveral  Years  paft,  has  been  too  extenfive  to 
admit,  in  general,  of  an  Attendance  on  incurc- 
ble  Cafes,  which  would  interrupt  or  prevent 
my  affifting  others  in  more  hopeful  Situations, 
my  Reputation  has  fometimes  fuffered,  in  fuch 
Inftances,  by  Men  of  your  Clafs  of  thinking, 
who  have  been  willing  to  miftake  the  Reafon 
of  my  Non-attendance :  For,  wherever  I  am 
concerned,  nothing  lefs  than  an  infallible  Cure 
is  expeCted,  although  it  fhould  have  happened,' 
that  my  Attendance  was  only  aimed  to  relieve / 
Of  fuch  Circumftances  Advantage  has  been 
.  1 '  taken 
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taken  to  my  Hurt,  and  therefore  this  Treat¬ 
ment  will  make  me  more  cautious  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  of  putting  it  into  the  Power  of  my  Ene¬ 
mies  to  mifreprefent  me. 

You  fay,  that  bad  Cafes  have  been  cured. by 
the  common  Operation ,  i.  e.  cutting,  where  I 
had  refufed  applying  my  Medicine ;  I  have  al¬ 
ready  confeffed,  that  there  are  Cafes,  where  I 
do  think  it  not  prudent  to  apply  my  Medicine; 
but  notwithftanding,  I  believe  you  would  be 
able  to  collect  but  very  few,  very  few  indeed, 
where  I  have  declined  applying  my  Medicine, 
and  Amputation  had  afterwards  proved  fucceff- 
ful ;  not  but  that  there  may  be  feme  Inftanees 
found,  yet  too  inlufficient  for  you  to  boat!  of, 
I  have  fometimes  been  confuited  in  Cafes, 
where  the  Knife  could  only  take  Place,  and 
there  has  been  feme  Probability  of  Succefs 
from  it,  and  in  every  one  of  thofe  Cafes  I  have 
never  failed  recommending  feme  one,  or 
other  of  the  Profefiion,  whofe  Skill  and  Dex¬ 
terity  v/as  wreil  known,  (for  as  1  have  before 
obferyed,  I  had  rather  be  excufed  the  Perform¬ 
ance  where  I  can)  and  appeal  to  thole  cele¬ 
brated  Surgeons  Mr.  Sharpe,  fen.  Mr.  Minors, 
Mr.  Martin ,  and  others,  for  the  Truth  of 
this  Aflertion.  You  youriclf  know  an  Affair 
of  this  Kind  in  the  Family  of  a-  noble  Lord 
where  you  had  had  the  Direction,  though  I 
was  afterwards  confuited  :  the  whole  Bread: 
was  nearly  fcirrhous  and  very  large,  and  yet 

you 
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you  had  never  mentioned  any  thing  of  the 
Operation  yourfelf ;  perhaps  the  might  be  be¬ 
low  your  Notice,  being  only  a  poor  Servant ; 
but  being  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  my 
Power  to  fave  her?  though  her  Cafe  was  then 
become  very  defperate,  I  requefted  one  of  the 
aforenamed  Gentlemen  to  operate,  while  I  af- 
fifled  him,  and  afterwards,  by  our  cordial 
Concurrence  together,  fhe  happily  received  a 
Cure.  You  may  perceive  by  this,  Sir,  I  am 
not  that  Enemy  to  heighten  the  Grievances  of 
the  Knife ,  when  no  other  eafier  Method  can 
take  Place,  or  the  lead:  Hope  prefents  itfelf 
of  its  proving  falutary  ;  but  on  every  Occafion 
like  this,  it  is  giving  the  unhappy  Sufferer,  but 
a  mere,  and  defperate  Chance  for  a  Cure.  Fot 
it  too  often  happens,  under  fuch  Situations, 
that  the  whole  Mafs  of  Juices  have  participa¬ 
ted  of  the  cancerous  Virus ,  which  will  not 
only  then  prevent  the  wound  made  by  the  In- 
cifion  from  cicatrizing,  but  alfo  be  the  Caufe 
of  its  expanding  itfelf  again  more  largely,  and 
producing  direful  Events  to  the  Patients.  That 
there  are  f:>me  Inflances  where  fuch  Misfor¬ 
tunes  have  not  enfued,  I  readily  agree,  and 
where  I  have  declined  the  Application  of  my 
Mediciney  but  I  rather  conceive  this  to  be  a 
Compliment,  than  a  Cenfure  either  upon  my" 
Skill  or  Integrity,  for  being  cautious  in  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  it,  under  improper  Circumftances. 

You 
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You,  again,  in  the  next  Paflage,  Sir, 
difoover  the  various  Pailions  of  Envy,  Hatred, 
Malice,  and  all  Uncharitablenefs,  by  your 
following  W ords : 

cc  The  frequent  In/lances  which  occur  where 
<£  it  has  been  ufed  ( my  Medicine )  and  with 
<c  an  apparent  Succefs  for  a  Lime ;  but  where 
tc  in  reality  the  Patient  have  fuffered ,  wider 
cc  the  mojl fevere  Return  of  the  Difeafe . 

If  fuchInftances,Sir,  had  befallen  my  Prac¬ 
tice,  more  than  that  from  the  Knife,  they  might 
have  created  an  Objection  to  it.  But  as  the 
Balance  Hands  fo  eminently  great  in  my  Fa¬ 
vour,  (and  which  alone  is  the  Objedt  of  your 
Envy)  I  cannot  think  that  Suggestion  favours 
at  all  your  Side  of  the  Argument :  For  I  have 
in  my  Writings,  before  taken  Notice,  that  the 
greateft  Security  againft  the  Return  of  the 
Difeafe,  is  that  of  taking  Care  in  due  Time, 
and  I  happen  to  be  authorifed  in  my  Opinion, 
by  a  learned  and  ingenious  Surgeon  who 
has  lately  publifhed  a  very  interefting  Difierta*- 
tion,  on  the  Inutility  of  amputating  Limbs , 
&c.  Speaking  of  the  Cancer ,  he  goes  fo  far 
as  to  fay,  fhat  it fiould  be  extirpated  before  it 
takes  Root,  or  not  at  all.  Now  feeing,  that  it 
very  feldom  happens,  that  the  Patients  who 
apply  to  me  with  Cancers,  come  under  my 
Hands,  until  they  have  tried  the  Skill  of 

E  '  others 

*  Mr.  Balguer,  Surgeon  -General  to  the  Armies  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia. 
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others  firft,  or  have  permitted  the  Difeafe  to 
become  malignant,  as  malignant  perhaps  as  if  it 
were  hereditary ;  it  is  by  noMeans  giving  it  a  fair 
Chance  of  Cure  from  thence  indeed,  it  may 
with  Reafon  be  expe&ed  that  fometimes  fuCn 
inveterate  Diforders  may  return  again:  I  do 
not  deny,  but  that  Ihaye  experienced  it,  but  they 
have  often  been  cured  again,  though  when  fuch 
Returns  have  arofe,  from  a  Contamination  of 
jthe  Juices,  or  occult  Scirrhi ,  in  the  remote 
or  internal  Parts,  then,  in  fuch  Cafes,  I  fear, 
all  the  Art  of  Man  will  prove  in  Vain.  But  a 
Cancer  is  not  the  only  Difeafe,  that  is  fubjefl: 
to  fuch  Returns,  Fiji  alas,  the  Stone,  the  Evil, 
and  many  other  Diforders,  fhew  the  Inefficacy 
of  the  Knife,  as  well  as  Cancers,  where  they 
are  difcovered  to  be  conffitutional.  But  to 
what  Lengths  will  not  a  malevolent  Dilpolition 
hurry  a  Man  !  Even  in  an  Inftance  of  this 
Kind  *,  where  you  were  confulted,  you  frank¬ 
ly  declared  before  the  Lady,  who  was  my  PaT 
tient,  and  myfelf,  that  the  Method  I  had  made 

VoH  jiSv  n  ‘  Ufe 

*  This  Lady  about  a  Year  after  the  Lump  had  been 
extirpated,  had  a  foft  fpungy  riling  of  Flefh,  where  the 
Lump'  was  before,  which,  though  it  fince  has  proved 
troublefbme,  to  fupprefs,  has  neither  injured  her 
Health,  nor  given  her  io  much  Pain  as  to  confine  her  from 
going  out  constantly :  And  it  is  farther  to  be  obferved, 
that  fbme  other  Complaints,  which  fhe  had  been  long  fub- 
jjeef  to,  had,  fmee  this  happened^  feft  her,  which  there 
are  great  Reafon  to  think,  fell  upon  the  Breaft,  and  cre¬ 
ated  the  latter  Diforder;  befide  this,  the  Cancer  had 

Fecn  before  in  the  Family. 

k . .  ,  .  J 
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Ufe  of  for  extirpating  the  Scirrbus  from  her 
Breaft,  was  not  to  be  charged,  with  what 
happened  afterwards,  and  oblerved  that  the 
fame  Confequence  would  equally  have  en~ 
fued,  had  the  Operation  been  performed  by* 
the  Knife.  But  now  you  wrould  infinuate  a 
quite  different  Dodxine,  to  ferve  a  Purpofe  of 
Malevolence. 

No  reafonable  Perfon,  I  may  venture  to  af¬ 
firm,  will  ever  look  for  infallible  Succefs  in 
any  one ;  I  am  fare  there  never  have  been  any 
fuch  Pretenfions  on  my  Side,  nor  can  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  fo  terrible  a  Difeale,  as  the  Cancer , 
poffibly  admit  of  it,  feeing  there  is  frequently 
a  Variety  of  other  Diftempers  concomitant, 
that  may  fruftrate  the  Succefs.  And  if  it 
were  the  common  Practice  for  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  to  ufe  the  fame  Inveteracy  againft 
each  other,  as  you  have  fhewn  to  me,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  unavoidable  Accidents ;  I  fay,  if 
upon  fuch  Occafions  they  were  to  be  continu¬ 
ally  charged  with  the  Want  of  Skill  or  Inte¬ 
grity,  it  would  deftroy  Reputations  fo  faff, 
that  the  Patients  muft  be  left  without  Hope, 
and  the  Praditioners  without  Practice. 

But  after  all,  Sir,  do  you  think  it  will  be 
any  Advantage  to  your  Caufe,  to  give  the 
Public  an  Account  of  every  Inftance,  you  can 
poffibly  colled:  of  my  ill  Succefs  ?  If  you  do, 
luffer  me  on  the  other  Hand,  fo  far  as  to  join 
Ilfue  with  you  in  fuch  an  Undertaking,  as  in 

E  2  Return 
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Return,  to  give  them  a  Catalogue  of  the 
Names,  Places  of  Abode,  and  Circumftances  of 
thofe  numerous  Patients,  that  have  been  cured, 
and  remain  cured,  which  I  imagine  will  fink 
you  into  that  Contempt  in  the  Eye  of  Man¬ 
kind,  which  Men  of  fuch  invidious  and  malig¬ 
nant  Turns  of  Mind  can  ill  fupport,  and 
mod  richly  defer ve. 

This  Difpofition  of  yours,  Sir,  makes  me 
watchful  of  every  Artifice ;  and  therefore  I  muft 
examine  the  following  Infinuation,  which  fu'f- 
ficiently  demonftrates  your  Propenfity  to  de¬ 
ceive.  ■ 

You  .  inform  the  Public,  That  the  Method 
of  Extirpation  ( of  Cancers )  by  “  "The  Common 
“  Way,  or  by  Incifion,  is  practicable  upon 
“  every  Occaf ion  >  that  is  within  the  Reach  of 
€  ‘  any  external  Means . 

Pray,  Sir,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Way?  Becaufe  you  fay, — or  by  Inci-p 
sion,  which  makes  them  two  diftindt  Prac¬ 
tices.  The  Common  Way,  is  the  Way  by 
Cutting,  which  yqu  endeavour  to  perfuade 
the  World,  is  more  eafy  than  my  Method. 
If  you  had  known  any  other  Way  to  extirpate 
a  Cancer  without  cutting,  I  fihould  fcarcely 
hi^ye  fallen  under  the  Violence  of  your  Envy, 
and  Difpleafure :  For  1  was  the  firft  Perfon 
that  ever  extirpated  a  Scirrhus  from  the  Breaft, 
without  Cutting ;  and  I  have  never  yet  let  you, 
or  any  other  into  that  Secret.  But  if  by  the 
Common  Way,  you  mean  the  Method  of  the 

An* 
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Antients,  which  was  by  the  Ligature  .  and 
A&ual  Cauterie,  (the  hot  Iron)  that  is  not 
now  quite  fo  common :  becaufe  the  exceffive 
Cruelty  and  ill  Succefs  attending  fuch  an 
Operation,  occafioned  the  Moderns  to  ex¬ 
plode  it.  You  feem  by  this  disingenuous  Con¬ 
trivance,  to  be  afraid  that  your  favourite  Me¬ 
thod  of  extirpating  by  the  Knife  will  not  pafs 
fo  current  with  difcerning  People,  as  mine 
may  without  the  Knife ;  therefore  like  an 
adept  in  Sophiftry,  you  would  impofe  upon 
them  and  induce  them  to  think,  that  there  is  yet 
remaining  another  Common  Way>  or  Medium, 
of  extirpating,  Ihould  they  refufe  Admittance 
to  the  Knife.  Indeed  Attempts  of  that  Sort, 
from  the  mistaken  Notion,  that  I  admit  of  the 
Ule  of  Cauftics,  have  been  made  by  many, 
lince  my  Succefs  has  became  an  Gbjed:  of 
Attention,  owing  perhaps  to  fuch  as  yourlelf, 
who  have  given  out  that  I  do  it  by  Cauftics, 
which  has  involved  them  in  fuch  Errors,  as 
inftead  of  eftablifhing  a  Pra&ice  of  this  Sort, 
has  totally  put  an  End  to  it,  as  a  Thing  attended 
with  the  molt  fatal  ill  Succefs.  But  as  a  little 
Specimen  of  their  Undertakings,  obferve  the 
Events  only  of  the  three  following  Cafes,  out 
of  a  great  Number  of  others  that  have  come 
before  my  Inlpedlion. 

i  Captain -  having  a  Cancer  in  the 

Lip,  in  Circumference  about  the  Size  of  a 
Silver  Penny,  was  advifed  by  his  Surgeon  to 
let  him  attempt  the  Extirpation  of  it  by  Caul- 

tics. 

♦ 
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tics.  The  unfortunate  Gentleman  complied, 
and  its  Eftedts  were,  that  the  Sore  in  about 
fix  Weeks  Time,  Ipread  to  that  Degree,  that  the 
whole  Lip  was  veiy  near  deftroyed,  together 
with  great  Part  of  his  Chin  ;  Part  of  the  Jaw'- 
Bone  was  bare,  and  the  Joint  fo  fixed,  that  he 
could  not  open  his  Teeth;  all  the  neighbouring 
Glands  were  tumified  to  a  very  great  Degree, 
and  the  Smell  was  lb  offenfive,  nothing  could 
exceed  it.  In  this  ftate  he  applied  to  me,  being 
but  a  few  Months  ago,  it  being  then  out  of 
my  Power  to  relieve  him.  i  was  informed  he 
died  foon  after.  This  Cafe  could  not  pofiibly 
have  raged  and  fpread  to  the  above  fhocking 
State  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  but  from  the  inju¬ 
dicious  and  dangerous  Ufe  of  the  Cauftic. 

Nearly  about  the  fame  Time,  a  Gentleman's 
Servant,  afflidted  with  a  Cancer  on  his  Lip,  de- 
fired  my  Advice.  The  whole  Lip,  except  a 
very  final  1  Piece,  was  eaten  away,  his  Cheek 
tumified  and  indurated  up  to  the  Eye-lid,  Part 
of  the  Maxilla  bare,  the  adjacent  Glands 
fwelled,  the  Carotides  grown  to  the  Size  of  a 
Man’s  Fift.  This  unhappy  Objedt  informed 

me,  that  when  he  went  to  the  H - 1  the 

whole  of  the  Cancer  did  not  then  exceed  the 
Size  of  a  Sixpence  ;  nor  was  there  any  Swell* 
ing  of  the  above  Parts ;  that  he  was  drefi'ed 
every  Day  with  Cauftic  Applications,  which 
always  produced  the  moft  fevere  Pains,  and 
deftroyed  the  Parts  by  Piece-meal,  until  he 

could 
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(Could  no  longer  endure  it 3  at  which  Time  he 
was  difcharged  3  what  afterwards  became  of 
him,  I  have  not  heard. 

Mrs. - fent  for  me  being  in  the  fol¬ 

lowing  Condition  :  Her  Bread:  entirely  gone 
Jo  the  adjacent  Mufclc ,  and  circumfcribed  by 
a  large  curvated  callous  Fungus.  She  was 
.emaciated  almoft  to  a  Skeleton ,  and  a  conti¬ 
nual  Fever  upon  her,  with  Lofs  of  Appetite, 
&c.  &c.  She  informed  me,  that  (he  had  had 
a  Scirrhus  in  the  Bread,  which  was  about  the 
Size  of  a  Duck's  Egg,  at  the  Time  foe  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  Surgeon.  He  advifed  her  to  let 
him  cut  it  out,  but  foe  could  not  be  brought  to 
fubmit  to  it,  and  intimated  that  foe  propoied 
taking  my  Adyice.  She  was  then  told,  that  I 
jufed  Cauftics,  and  if  (lie  pleafed,  he  could 
take  it  out  with  Cauftics  as  well  as  Mr.  Guy ; 
foe  readily  then  fubmitted  to  have  a  Cauftic 
applied  3  and  thefe  were  continued  until  foe 
became  in  the  above  calamitous  Condition, 
when  her  Surgeon  defired  that  foe  would  fend 
for  me.  I  faw  her  only  that  very  Time  3  but 
heard  that  foe  died  within  a  Fortnight  after¬ 
wards.  Thefe  were  theConfequences  of  Expe¬ 
riments,  from  Cauftics ,  and  (hew  the  Evils 
attending  the  fame. 

Such  Infinuations,  Sir,  againft  my  Practice, 
are  likely  to  do  more  Miichief  to  Mankind ,  than 

4  imm  U  atoft  VC!  m*'  ali 

*  This  (hews  the  Vulgar  Apprehenlion,  that  Mr. 
Guy  made  ufeof  Cauftia, 
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all  your  other  Suggeftions  or  Malice  put  toge¬ 
ther ;  for,  except  you  could  fleer  them  right  in 
your  Common  Way,  as  you  term  it,  which  Com¬ 
mon  Way  you  have  here  feen  exploded  as  chime¬ 
rical  and  not  exifting,  it  ought  to  be  a  Check  a- 
gainftyour  mifleading  them  for  the  future  5  moft 
efpecially  in  a  Diflemper,  where  one  falfe  Step 
ruins  all,  irretrievably.  Whenever  any  Thing 
new  prefents  itfelf  in  medical  Affairs,  every 
one  is  attempting  to  follow  it ;  and,  if  in  the 
Purfuit  of  theDifcovery,  they  fhould  chance  to 
take  a  wrong  Step  many  muft  fuffer  from  the 
rafh  Experiments,  Until  fuch  Time  as  repeated 
Misfortunes  put  a  Check  to  the  Whole.  And 
then  very  often  begins  a  Clamour  againft  the 
true  Method,  for  fome  Men  cannot  bear  to 
fee  another  excel  them.  This  has  been  ex- 
adly  my  Cafe,  and  moft  probably  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  on  to  others,  to  the  great  Injury  of  the 
Art  of  Healing,  and  to  the  fuppreffing  and 
difcouraging  of  ufeful  and  important  Improv- 
ments. 

Another  bold  Dodrine  on  your  Part  prefents 
itfelf,  Sir,  which  for  the  Good  of  the  Public, 
deferves  Attention,  you  are  pleafed  to  affert 
that,  ix  Neither  the  Size  of  the  Swelling,  nor  its 
<c  Situation  are  in  general  fuffkient  Objections 
<c  to  the  Operation ,  (meaning  Cutting) then  fal- 
u  ving  it  over  with  the  Words  c  When  other 
1  Symptoms  allowed  it ,  &c.  I  will  fuppofe,  in 
Favour  of  your  Argument,  that  there  fhall  be 
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no  Symptoms  to  forbid  it,  ( either  in  Refpecl  to 
the  State  of  Health  of  the  Patient,  Adhejhn  of 
the  Swelling,  or  the  ill  State  of  any  Glands 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Part,  that  fhall 
appear  to  be  infedted ;  yet  I  lhall  fhew,  that  in 
getieral  there  are  great,  very  great  Objeftions 
in  the  Way,  with  Relped  both  to  the  large 
Size  of  cancerous  Swellings,  and  their  Situa¬ 
tions,  e .  g .  when  the  whole  Bread  is  thus  af¬ 
fected,  it  is  confequently  large,  and  though 
it  fhould  be  otherwife,  under  the  mod  favour¬ 
able  Circumdances ;  if  fuch  be  extirpated,  both 
the  Healing  and  the  Cure  will  become  exceeding¬ 
ly  doubtful ;  the  former  on  Account  of  the  great 
Lois  of  Tegument ,  which  is  unavoidable  by  the 
Operation ;  and  may  alone  prevent  the 
Wound  from  cicatrizing ,  and  leave  behind 
an  incurable  U, leer,  which  ufed  to  be  lb  often  the 
Cafe,  after  Amputation  of  Limbs  ;  for  which 
Reafon  the  double  Incifion  was  invented  to 
p refer ve  diffident  Teguments ,  which  is  a  great 
Improvement,  and  anfwers  well  in  that  Point  \ 
but  this  cannot  take  Place  in  a  large  cancerous 
Bread,  where  aimod  the  whole  of  the  Tegu¬ 
ment  mud  be  taken  away  by  the  Operation  : 
And  even  fuppodng  the  bed, that  the  Sore  fhould 
heal,  we  are  now  to  ccnllder  the  Compleating  of 
the  Cure .  The  Cicatrix  is  in  common  lo  tender 
and  infirm  at  fuch  Times,  that  the  Sore  fel- 
dom  remains  long  clofed ;  I  Ipeak  in  general. 
Alio  when  a  Bread  in  this  State,  is  cut  oft, 
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it,  for  the  moft  Part,  puts  on  the  Appearance 
of  Healing  for  a  little  Time,  and  then  the 
Sore  alters  on  a  fudden,  flies  open,  and  grows 
malignant,  nor  can  it  &  recovered,  to  the 
prdmifing  Afpeft,  which  it  juft  before  had 
borne,  and  this  is  owing  to  a  difeafed  State, 
which  the  Juices  are  generally  in,  when  Can¬ 
cers  are  grown  to  a  very  large  Size  ;  for  though 
it  may  appear,  at  the  Time  of  the  Operation, 
that  the  whole  of  the  cancerous  Mafs  had 
been  fairly  extirpated,  it  often  happens,  that 
fome  Portions  of  the  difeafed  Glands,  or 
the  Roots  are  left  concealed  behind,  and  in 
either  of  thofe  Circumftances,  it  may  interrupt 
the  Cure.  Men  of  Experience  well  know,  that 
it  is  very  rare,  that  a  lafting  Cure  is  performed 
in  thofe  Situations ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  know, 
in  what  State  the  Juices  are,  until  you  have 
entered  upon  the  Trial.  Should  a  large  Can¬ 
cer  be  feated  in  the  moft  Mnfcular  Parts,  and 
where  no  confiderable  Artery  interferes,  the 
above  Objections  ftill  remain  5  and  when  feated 
among  the  leffer  Mufcles,  it  can  fcarcely  be 
extirpated  with  Safety  becaufe  not  only  Ar¬ 
teries  of  Confequence  muft  be  divided,  but 
alfo  becaufe  the  Bone  muft  nearly,  if  not  totally, 
be  denuded,  in  order  fairly  to  extirpate  it,  and 
then  a  Caries  and  other  Mifchiefs  may  enlue. 

You  cannot  forget  an  Inllance  of  this  Soft 

in  the  Cafe  of  Lady  S — — - -,  where 

called  in  order  to  a  Confultatio'n  with  yoti.J 
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The  Cancer  was  not  large,  but  lay  very  deep  be¬ 
tween  the  IVnjl  and  the  Elbow ,  near  about  the 
Midway.  The  Cancer  had  before  been  cut  out, 
but  tnac  Operation  did  not  fucceed ;  on  which 
Account,  I  fuppofe,  you  thought  it  expedient 
to  cut  the  Arm  oft,  above  the  Elbow,  and 
therein  you  was  certainly  right,  for  had  you 
done  it  near  the  Part  affected,  the  Roots  of  the 
Cancer  would  have  repullulated,  and  the  Cure 
might  have  failed. 

I  muft  inform  you  farther,  Sir,  that  Can¬ 
cers  in  general,  which  are  large,  peculiarly 
bury  themfelves  deep,  and  their  Bafe  is  broad, 
which  Things  are  both  great  ObftacI.es  to  a 
a  fuccefsful  iffue.  After  all,  though  we  will 
fuppofe  them  poftible  to  be  cured,  under  the 
favourable  Circumftances  firft  mentioned, 
fuch  as  the  Patient’s  having  other  wife  a 
good  Habit  of  Body,  and  fo  forth  (Advanta¬ 
ges,  which  by  the  Way,  are  feldom  to  be 
feen.)  For  at  the  Time  when  Cancers  advance 
in  their  Size,  they  accumulate  other  bad  Symp¬ 
toms  to  them,  and  not  one  in  twenty  of  thofe, 
which  are  in  Breafts,  ceafe  from  difeafing  their 
neighbouring  Glands ,  in  the  Axilla ,  or  adhering 
before  the  Time,  that  they  become  large,  in¬ 
deed  there  may  be  known  of  this  Kind  feme 
Inftances  where  Amputation  hath  fucceed- 
ed ;  but  they  will  bear  no  Proportion  to 
thofe,  that  happen  to  the  contrary.  Cauti¬ 
ous  and  humane  Surgeons  would  rather  let 

F  2  their 
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their  Inducement  for  performing  the  Operation 
at  fuehTimebe  the  Patient’s  own  Defire,  than 
any  Perfuafibns  or  Encouragements  they 
could  give,  knowing  the  Event  to  be 
very  uncertain :  and  where  there  is  no  Alterna¬ 
tive  but  Life  or  Death ,  a  bad  Chance  muft  be 
better  than  none.  But  lean  by  no  Means  par¬ 
don  your  Preemption,  in  aflerting  that  neither 
the  Size  nor  Situation  are  in  general  fufficient 
Objections  to  the  Operation .  '  : 

For,  the  celebrated  Van  Swieten  very  juftly 
remarks,  “  When  the  Cancer  is  large,  the  Ope- 
cc  ration  will  be  more  hazardous  and  the  wound 
££  greater ,  whence  the  Cure  muft  confequently  be 
£C  rendered  difficult :  For  frequently  a  great 
€C  Quantity  of  Matter  being  daily  dijeharged, 

“  the  Fat  lends  Body  will  be  exhaujled,  and 
££  wafted  with  a  true  Marafmus ,  or  elfe  from 
t£  the  Matter  being  left  too  long  upon  the  Sur - 
££  face  of  fo  large  a  Wound ,  and  abforbed  or 
£C  dent  into  the  Blood ,  very  often  a  purulent 
cc  Cacochytny  will follow ,  to  the  Deft  ruCtion  oj 
<£  the  Patient V  •  ' ; "  «  sirfa  rio  ] 

It  v/as  from  thefe  dangerous  Confequen- 
ces  fo  commonly  feen,  that  I  have  endeavoured 
to  caution  and  forewarn  Perfons  afflidted  with 
Cancerous  Complaints,  that  they  would  riot 
fuffer  the  Difeafe  to  fpread,  and  contract 
bad  Symptoms  before  they  take  Advice 4* 
and  alio  to  apprise  them  of  the  Errors,  whack* 
they  feem  to  have  imbibed,  of  there  being  no 
-  '  ‘  "  .  *  '*  '  Danger, 
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Danger,  until  a  Lump  becomes  Painful, 
difcolcairfed.  For  Pain  is  bv  no  'Means*  a  cer¬ 
tain  Companion -to  fome  of  them,  nor  even 
until  they  arrive  at  Degfees  that  are  defperate  $ 
and  when  they  become  difcoloured  they  v  are 
feldorn  at  a  great  Diftance  from  Opening  to 
an  Ulceration  3  and  becaufe  fome  have  lain 
dormant,  for  a  long  Time,  all  are  not  to  build 
their  Hopes  on  the  fame  good  Fortune,  for  if 
they  do,  many  will  find  themfelves  unhappily 
deceived.  You  have  been  endeavouring,  Sir, 
either  through  Ignorance,  or  what  is  worfe, 
wantof  Ingenuity  to  level  Reflections  againft  my 
benevolent  Intention,  and  Defire,  of  laving  un¬ 
fortunate  Women,  who  might  unfufpeCtingly 
be  in  the  Road  to  Ruin,  by  faying  c  that  Fear 
c  might  magnify  Objects  into  Importance,  and 
*  Ignorance  and  Artifice  confirm  the  Dehfioni 
If  it  were  not,  that  I  fcrupled  to  throw  Reflecti¬ 
ons  on  fome,  who  as  I  believed, only  erred  in  Judg¬ 
ment,  in  refraining  from  giving  timely  Notice 
to  their  Patients :  I  fhould  Expatiate  largely 
on  this  Head,  I  mean  Procraftination  and  De¬ 
lay,  of  extirpating  Tumours,  that  might 
have  been  cured  3  but,  from  thence,  were 
advanced  out  of  the  Power  of  Art  to  relieve^ 
I  c know  indeed,  that  as  in  general  Rules 
there  are  Exceptions,  it  might  happen,  that  al- 
tho’  nineteen  Inftances  confirmed  my  Senti¬ 
ments,  yet  if  the  twentieth  were  on  the- 'Other 
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Side,  it  might  afford  you  Occafion  to  cavil ; 

I  (hall,  however,  venture  to  contradict  feme 
Part  of  your  following  Declarations. 

c  As  to  the  Fullnefs  and  Har chiefs ,  which  may 
c  remain  in  the  Breafl,  or  other  glandular  Parts 
‘  of  the  Body ,  after  an  Inflammatory  Swelling  or 

<  Impofthumation  happening  there  \  and  as  to 
f  many  other  flight  ObflruBions  in  thefe  Parts, 
c  which  Fear  may  fometimes  Magnify  into  Ob - 
c  jeSls  of  Importance ,  and  where  Ignorance  or 

*  Artifice  may  confirm  the  Deluflon,  Fhefe  by  all 

<  fair  and  jkillf ul  Practitioners ,  are  put  out  of 
c  the  Queftion,  and  treated  in  a  Manner  proper 

*  to  difperfe  them ,  or  fuffered  to  remain  in  their 
c  Prefent  eajy  State! 

The  former  Part  of  thefe  Allegations,  appears 
fomething  like  fhooting  a  Man  from  behind  a 
Bufh :  it  is  true  you  have  not  faid  direCtly,  that 
Mr.  Guy  hath  through  Ignorance,  or  Artifice, 
deluded  fuch  fearful  Perfons  5  but  yet  by  the 
Connection,  that  it  carries  with  the  Reft  of  your 
Scurrility,  many  may  deem  it  a  Charge  upon 
me,  and  it  is  for  that  Reafon,  that  I  take  No¬ 
tice  of  it.  I  therefore  would  afk  you  ( at  the  fame 
Time  that  I  fet  you  at  Defiance)  whether  you  can 
produce  a  fingle  Jnftance  in  the  World,  where  l 
have  either  magnify  d,  deluded ,  or  made  an  ill  the. 
of  the  Fears  of  any  Patient,  in  a  Cafe  of  no  Im¬ 
portance,  or  where  there  was  no  likelihood  of 
imminent  Danger.  If  you  know' of  fitch  an 
Inftance,  Sir,  publifli  it  5  if  you  cannot,  it 

will 
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will  appear,  that  you  have  endeavoured  artfully 
to  Impol'e  upon  the  Publick,  in  order  to  ac- 
complilh  your  dark  Defigns.  Cowards  always 
Fight  behind  a  Break-work.  If  you  have  any 
Meaning,  Sir,  explain  it  fairly,  or  1  (hall  delpife 
you.  Would  you  only  give  us  to  underhand,  that 
Hardnejjes  in  Breajls  or  in  other  Glandular 
Parts,  Inflammatory  Swellings,  Ifnpojlhumations , 
or  flight  ObftruSlions,  are  often  to  be  removed 
with  difcutient  Applications  by  fuch  Fair  and 
Ikilful  PraBitioners  as  your  Self?  Had  this 
been  all  you  intended,  you  would  then  have . 
had  no  Occafion  to  have  poifoned  your  Re¬ 
mark  by  fuppofing,  that  I  would  Delude  or 
Deceive  any  more  than  your  Self.  But  when 
you  talk  of  fuffering  Hardnejjes  to  remain,  in 
their  prefent  Eafy  State,  becaufe  they  refill; 
Endeavours  to  foften  and  dilfolve  them :  I 
mull:  frankly  tell  you,  that  fuch  ignorant  Ad¬ 
vice  may,  fooner  or  later,  be  followed  by  fome 
dreadful  Events.  *  For  Example,  fuppofe  a 

Patient 

*  In  Proof  of  this,  look  back  to  your  own  Book,  upon 
the  Cafe  of  Eajler  Williams^  who  after  your  fruitlefs  At¬ 
tempts  upon  the  Tumour  in  the  Breaft,  to  keep  it  in  the 
Eafy  State  as  you  call  it,  was  foon  afterwards  forced  to  have 
recourfe  to  my  Affiftance;  otherwife  fhe  muff  have  been 
loft  by  Delays  and  Trilling. 

I  cannot  omit  mentioning  another  Inffance,  to  fhew  the 
Skill  and  Ingenuity  of  Mr.  Gaiaker ,  tho’  1  am  loath  to 
fwell  this  Book  beyond  a  Pamphlet.  Ann  Bull ,  a  Servant 

to  Mrs.  B - ,  in  Piccadilly ,  now  about  a  Year  and  a 

Half  ago,  confulted  Mr.  Gataker ,  about  a  fmallLump  in  her 

nr-  >  •  BreaiV 
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Patient  confults  you  with  a  Tumour  no  bigger 
than  a  Nut,  and  without  any  Pain  at  all  at  the 
Time  j  ought  not  fuch  Tumour  to.  be  regaivd- 

1  in  '  ed? 

Breaft,  then  no  bigger  fharr  a  Pea,  tfHo  ad vi fed  her  to  do 
nothing  to  it,  under  the  Afftnance,  that  it  would  be  of  no 
Confequence ;  fhe  however  found  it  inereafe,  and  it  was 
frequently  attended  with  Pain,  hut  was  hill  periuaded  to;  be 
of  the  fame  belief";  until  {he  fullered  it  to  Inereafe  to  the 
Size  of  a  large  Fig,  and  was  of  an  oblong  Figure,  near 
toward  the  Armpitt ;  and.  being  attended  with  great  Pain 
at  Times,  it  inclined  her  again  to  {hew  it  to  Mr.  Gatakery 
when  he  faw  it  in  this  State,  he  declared  his  great  Sur¬ 
prize  at  what  had  happened,  and  propofed  immediately 
(o have  it  Cutout  ^pray  who  was  guilty  of  Ignorance  and 
Delufion  here?)  {he  was  much  (hocked  at  the  Proppfal, 
thinking  how  (he  had  been  amufed,  and  abfolutely  refufed 
fubmitting  to  it.  She  apply ’d  then  tome,  the  Lump  was 
extirpated  by  my  Method,  and  (he  became  perfedlly  well, 
which  was  not  quite  fix  Months  ago.  Now  I  will  re¬ 
mark  on  the  Behaviour  of  Mr.  Gataker  fince  this  Affair. 
An  Advertifement  being  inferted  in  the  Public  Papers,  ,  of 
my  intent  to  anfwer  his  Book :  he  polls  away  to  this  Pa¬ 
tient,  was  very  inquifitive,  and  delired  to  fee  her  Brea#; 
(this  has  been  fince  this  Book  was  in  the  Prefs)  (he  fhew’d 
it  him  >  he  examined  it,  and  told  her  it  was  very  well ,  and 
tpat  he  had  nothing  to  fay  againjl  it .  But  had  not  (he  very 
great  Pain  in  my  Method  ?  had  (lie  not  had  a  FeVer  ? 
did  (he  not  keep  her  Bed  ?  and  what  might  fire  pay  me  ? 
To  the  firfHhe  anfwer’d,  {he  had  a  good  deal  of -Pain, 
and  fome  Fever,  but  not  lb  much  as  to  confine  her  to  her 
Bed,  or  prevent  her  coming  to  attend  at  my  Houle  for 
Dire&ions,  but  did  not  chufe  to  tell  him  what  (he  had  paid 
me.  But  to  fatisfy  him  my  fell,  as  to  this  latter  Queftion* 
fhe  brought  what  little  matter  {he  could  make  up,  jto 
offer  it  me,  but  I  refufed  taking  any  thing  of  her,,  cbhfi- 
dering  (he  was  only  a  poor  Servant.  Mr.  Gataher  then 
goffered  to  give  her  any  Advice,  but  fhe  told  hun,  if 
s  v'"  •  •  ...  had 
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P  can  you,  as  I  have  observed  before,  be 
allured  that  it  will  remain  long  in  that  eafy  li¬ 
mited  State  ?  certainly  the  Patient  ihould  beadvi- 
fed  to  be  watchful  againft  its  Enlargement,  and 
to  come  for  Advice  again,  if  fuch  an  Appear¬ 
ance  happens ;  fot  otherwife  it  might  turn 
out  Cancerous,  before  any  Thing  dangerous  is 
fufpefted ;  thele  Accidents  are  common  ;  and 
though  they  do  not  happen  to  every  Perfon  that 
labours  under  this  Diforder,  yet  Experience 
convinces  us,  that  there  are  more  People  ruined 
by  Ten  to  One,  than  otherwife  would  be,  were 
proper  Precaution  ufed  upon  fuch  feemingly 
trifling  Beginnings. 

The  Generality  of  Patients,  who  come  for  Ad¬ 
vice,  declare,  that  their  C  ancer  arofe  at  firft  front 
a  fmall  Lump,  which  they  were  advifed  to  do 
nothing  to,  under  the  Affurance,  that  it  would 
be  of  no  Confequence ;  but  when  they  find  on 
a  fudden  that  it  is  of  fuch  high  Confequence, 
they  have  Reafon  to  exclaim  againft  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  fuch  Practitioners,  thinking,  as  all  Peo¬ 
ple  muft,  that  it  is  better,  in  fuch  Cafes  to  pre¬ 
vent  Evils,  than  to  cure  them. 

But  fhould  you  think  an  Hardnefs  worthy  the 
Application  of  fuppurative  or  difcutient  Medi- 

G  cines, 

had  any  Occadon  for  it,  {he  would  confult  with  me,  •who 
had  cured  her.  I  think  if  there  were  no  other  Reflexion?, 
on  Mr.  Gataker’ s  Conduct  throughout,  the  above  alone, 
difplays  a  Meannefs  of  Soul,  which  a  Surgeon  of  Honor, 
would  be  aftiamed  of  being  guilty  of,  to  one  of  his  own 
Profeflion. 
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cities,  and  find,  after  fach  treatment,  that  the 

V  •  * 

Dilution  nq^:  Suppuration  fhould  not  fucceed ; 
would  you  not  think  it  necefiary  to  puilue  other 
Met-as,  that  the  Patient  might  be  relieved 
from  the  Apprehenhon  of  future  Dangers  ? 
furely  if  you  did  not,  and  thefe  Dangers  fhould 
enlue,  your  Condudt  would  deferve  the 
fevered  Cenfure ;  for  Women,  who  are  no 
judges  of  fuch  Events  themfelves,  generally 
rely  on  the  Skill  and  Integrity  of  thofe,  whom 
they  coniuit;  and  after  being  informed  in  a 
Cafe  qf  that  kind,  that  there  is  no  Danger  to 
be  apprehended,  they  will  not  be  alarmed, 
even  tho’  they  obfei  ve,that  the  Difeafe  manifedly 
gains  Ground,  if  Pain  does  not  happen  to  ac¬ 
company  it  at  the  fame  Time. 

And  therefore,  I  think,  that  I  have  rendered 
a  confiderable  Piece  of  Service  to  my  Fellow 
Creatures,  in  edablifhing  the  above  Principles, 
as  a  Rule  to  be  confidekd  by  every-  one,  that 
profeffes  the  Practice  of  Phyjtck  and  Surgery . 
And  though  this  may  through  Ignorance,  or 
Want  of  Experience,  be  difeouraged  by  Ibme 
for  a  Time,  I  am  flill  in  no  Doubt,  but  that  it 
will  meet  with  a  general  Aflent  hereafter,  fee¬ 
ing  I  have  never  argued  upon  the  Point,  with 
the  fenfible  Part  of  the  Faculty,  in  vain  :  and 
you  yoUrfelf  have  concurred  with  me  in  the 
fame  Sentiments,  when  I  told  you,  that  the  fa¬ 
tal  Events,  and  the  Difficulty,  fo  often  attend¬ 
ing  the  Cure  of  Cancers,  were  for  the  mod  Part 

owing 
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owing  to  a  Delay  of  proper  Treatment  at  firft. 
But  Men  who  are  regardlefs  of  Improvement, 
may  from  an  affedted  Oppofition,  mifinterpret 
thefe  Maxims  to  ferve  their  own  Purpoie,  by 
fophifticating  the  Argument,  railing  imaginary 
Propofitions,  and  denying  what  I  never  meant 
to  perfuade. 

You  have  alfo  given  me,  Sir,  an  Opportu¬ 
nity,  by  your  premature  Confute,  to  fhew  the 
Intentions  that  I  had,  of  giving  every  Satisfac¬ 
tion  poffible  to  the  Publick,  relative  to  the 
Merits  of  my  particular  PraBice .  Your 
Words  run  thus,  fpeaking  of  the  Cafes  pablifh- 
ed  in  my  Books,  for  even  Juppofing  thefe  Cafes , 
f  felcBed  as  the  mojl  Succefsful ,  to  he  fairly  ft a- 
«  ted  in  regard  to  the  Nature  of  the  Complaints 
c  at  firft ,  and  to  feme  other  inter e fling  Gif  cum - 
c  fiances  in  the  Management  of  them  :  yet  the 
1  real  Event  oj  many  of  them  afterwards  has 
c  been  fe  little  made  known ,  where  Candour  and 
<  Fidelity  to  the  Publick  jufily  demanded  other - 
c  wife,  &cf 

How  eafy  is  it  for  a  Man,  defirous  of  inju¬ 
ring  the  Reputation  of  another,  to  luggeft 
Things,  which  he  cannot  form  into  a  di.edt 
Charge,  or  Accufation.  You  fuppofe  I  may 
poffibiy  have  JeleBed  the  meft  fuccefsful  Cafes , 
and  patrly  fated  them  at  firjK  and  taken  /die 
Advantage  of  intereftmg  Circum/iances :  i  am 
glad  you  only  jupp oje  lo,  tor  1  fhould  have  been 
forry  to  have  deferved  the  Cenfure  of  doing  fo  y 
though  if  this  had  been  the  Cafe,  I  ihould  only 
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have  followed  the  Example  of  Ibme  others  t 
b&t  it  is  evident  that  I  did  not  do  fo,  by  the 
Omiflion  of  that  jingular  and  extraordinary 
Cure  of  Mr.  Ayletfs  Sifter  (juft  before  men¬ 
tioned)  and  by  the  fame  Rule  it  is  reafonable 
to  fuppdfe,  that  I  had  omitted  others  which 
would  have  done  me  equal  Honor. 

No  Man  of  lefs  ill  Nature,  than  Mr.  Gat  a - 
hr,  would  have  offered  fuch  an  Infinuation, 
nor  treated  a  Brother  Surgeon  (6  grofly  ;  indeed 
whether  you  believe  me  or  not  (for  it  is  quite  im¬ 
material  )  I  neither  had  thofe  Views,  which  you 
would  pleafe  to  Juppofe ,  nor  any  other  Motive 
to  my  Choice,  befides  that  of  giving  the  great- 
eft  Variety  of  Cafes,  and  the  lead:  alike  that 
was  poffible,  to  the  End  that  almoft  every  Spe¬ 
cies,  and  different  AfpeB  of  Chancers,  might  be 
known ;  and  that  thofe  Readers,  who  might 
have  a  Cafe  of  their  own,  and  want  Informati¬ 
on,  might  fome  where  among  them  find  a  fimi- 
lar  one,  as  I  had  diftingiiifhed  them  all  by  their 
proper  Char  act  erijticks,  never  before  noticed  by 
other  Writers,  in  order  to  reduce  the  vague  De- 
fcnptions,  which  are  in  General  given,  of  Can¬ 
cers,  to  a  more  intelligible  and  ufeful  Syftem,  by 
fire  wing  the  Difference  between  Cancers ,  and 
other  Diforders  of  the  Breaft,  which  are  often 
miftaken  for iCdhpers.  °*  tsb^oxfiis  ‘ 

And  as  an  Anfwer  to  the  latter  Part  of  your 
laft  Paragraph,  wherein  you  fay  c  the  real  E- 
i  vents  of'  many  (of  thofe  Cafes)  afterwards 

‘  have 
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f-have  been  fo  little  made  known  y  where  Candour 
*  and  Fidelity  to  the  Public  jujlly  demanded 
c  otherwife,  &c/  I  would  give  you  to]  un- 
derftand,  that  both  you  and  the  Public  might 
have  been  fatisfy’d  in  that  Point,  on  Enquiry 
either  of  the  Perfons  themfelves,  or  their 
Friends  ;  as  for  that  Purpofe,  alone,  their 
Names  and  Places  of  Abode  were  inferred. 
But  befide  this,  to  prove,  that  I  had  an  Intention 
of  Publishing  an  Account  of  the  prefent  State  of 
thofe  Cafes,  I  will  appeal  to  Dodtor  Mounfey , 

at  Lord  G - ’s,  whether  or  no,  I  did  not 

Shew  him  fuch  an  Account,  which  I  had 
collected  fome  Months  before,  and  propofed 
Publifhing  it,  with  fome  other  Obfervations, 
as  foon  as  my  Time  would  permit.  And  to  Shew 
that  it  is  to  my  Difadvantage,  not  to  do  it, 
I  can  make  it  appear,  that  there  hath  not 
been,  among  the  deceafed  of  my  Patients,  fo 
great  a  Lofs,  as  in  an  equal  Number  of  Per¬ 
fons,  in  fuppofed  healthy  States,  fet  forth  in 
Dr.  Frackenridges  Calculations  on  Human 
Life  5  thererefore  con fidering- that  fome  of  my  r 
Patients  were  under  V  ariety  of  other  Ailments,  it 
will  appear  as  the  g  reared  Proof  of  my  Succefs, 

I  have  now,  Sir,  anfwered,  in  every 
Part,  your  malevolent  Suggedioi^Q 
Falfhoods,  fo  far  as  is  neceffary,  to  any 
important  Purpofe :  and  at  the  fame  Time, 
have  corrected  fome  very  material  Errors,  in 
your  Judgment,  as  a  Surgeon;  I  fhail  now 
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proceed,  according  to  Promife,  to  a  Relation 
of  the  Difcourfe,  that  paffed  between  us,  on 
the  Subject  of  curing  Cancers,  at  the  Smyrna 
Coifee-Houfe,  in  order  to  fhew  the  Incon- 
fiftency  of  what  you  have  now  advanced,  with 
what  was  your  own  Opinion,  no  longer  ago  than 
the  fixth  of  laft  January  ;  which  I  fhall  take 
from  the  Minutes,  &c.  now  before  me. 

Accidentally  meeting  with  Mr.  Gataker  >  at 
the  Hon.  Mr.  V- - j,  after  fome  general  Dif¬ 

courfe  between  us,  refpeCting  my  Practice,  a 
Meeting  was  propofed,  to  confider  how  it 
might  be  made  agreeable  to  me,  to  difclofe 
the  fecret  Compofition  of  the  Medicine,  and 
the  Method  of  ufing  it,  in  the  Cure  of  Cancers; 
to  the  End,  that  the  Public  might  receive  the 
full  Benefit  of  it.  Mr.  Gataker  appointed  the 
Meeting,  for  the  fixth  of  January  laft,  between 
the  Hours  of  One  and  "Two>  at  the  Smyrna 
Coffee-Houfe,  Pall-Mall ;  which  was  only  a 
few  Days  after  the  firft  Overture. 

I  came  punctually  to  the  Time,  loon  after, 
Mr.  Gataker  ;  we  went  into  a  little  back  Room 
together  ;  you  politely  made  Excufe  for 
making  me  wait.  Afterwards,  you  began  with 
afking  me,  what  Reward  I  fhould  ex¬ 
pert;  and  in  what  Manner,  I  propofed  to 
Publifh  it :  I  reply’d,  that  I  conceived*  it  was  in 
your  Power  to  reprefent  it  to  His  Majesty, 
if  you  thought  proper,  and  that  I  fhould  de¬ 
fire  nothing  XJnreafonable  :  that  I  was  fure  it 

was, 
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was  an  Affair  of  great  Confequence  ;  and  that 
if  it  were  made  known  to  the  World,  it  would 
open  a  large  Field  to  Surgery.  For  it  was 
not  only  beneficial  in  Cancers ,  but  in  feveral 
other  Diforders,  which  I  had  never,  as  yet, 
made  known  to  the  Publick,  to  court  their 
Application ;  by  reafon,  that  I  had  full  Em¬ 
ploy  in  Cancerous  Cafes. 

You  reply’d,  that  you  thought  it  might  be 
of  great  Service  in  Cancers,  efpecially  where 
the  Knife  could  not  be  applied,  or  where 
Patients  would  not  fubmit  to  the  Knife  ;  and 
believed  it  would  be  ferviceable  in  many  other 
Cafes  in  Surgery :  I  then  faid  it  would  be  of  more 
Importance  than  you  conceived  5  for  that, 
when  known,  every  Surgeon  would  apply  it 
early,  before  Cafes  had  advanced  too  far  5  and 
that  no  Woman  would  refufe  admitting  it, 
though  they  do  the  Knife  ;  and  by  that  Means 
it  would,  after  a  little  Time,  in  all  Probabili¬ 
ty,  be  the  faving  of  Thoufands.  You. con- 
feflfed,  that  this  was  a  Matter  of  great  Confi- 
deration,  and  deferved  Notice;  but  that  you 
fhould  not  chufe  to  give  your  Self  any  Trou¬ 
ble  about  it.  I  own  I  was  much  furprized, 
as  I  apprehended  that  you  haddefigned  the  Con¬ 
trary,  by  the  Meeting.  I  then  told  you,  I 
did  not  follicit  for  any  Reward,  nor  defire  you  to 
trouble  your  Self,  if  it  was  not  to  your  own 
Liking;  that  I  was  eafy  in  my  preient  Stati¬ 
on,  and  contented  with  the  Profits  of  my  Prac- 
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fice ;  but  that,  as  I  had  a  Family,  and  tlid 
Medicine  had  originally  coft  me  a  large  Sumf 
of  Money,  and  had  been  greatly  improved 
by  me,  I  could  not,  therefore,  afford  to  lay 
It  open,  without  a  Confideration.  You  then 
turned  the  Difcourfe,  and  began  with  afking 
me  Several  lifting  Queftions,  relating  to  its 
Operation  and  Effedts :  I  perceiving  that  you 
had  no  good  Defign,  returned  indefinite,  arjd 
vague  Anfwers.  You  then  pretended,  ypu 
was  not  fatisfy’d  with  the  Succefs  of  it,  as  you 
had  heard  of  fome  Inftances,  where  it  hjad 
failed  :  I  readily  admitted,  that  I  did  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  Infallibility,  but  offered  to  produce 
you  Fifty,  or  any  other  reafonable  Number, 
of  Perfons  whom  I  had  cured;  many  of 
whom,  had  been  under  fome  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  Perfons  of  the  Faculty  :  but  you  declined 
entering  into  Proofs,  faying,  it  was  not  fatif- 
fa£tory,  as  you  had  not  feen  them  from  the 
Firft.  I  then  reply  cl,  I  had  juft  been  to  fee  a 
new  Cafe,  of  one  Mrs.  Bruce ,  in  Swallow- 
Street ,  and  as  yet  had  done  nothing  for  her  ; 
that  fhe  had  a  Scirrhus  in  the  Bread:,  and  that 
if  you  pleafed,  I  would  endeavour  to  prevail 
on  her  to  wait  upon  you,  and  fhew  you  her 
Cafe,  before  I  began  :  you  gave  me  no  An- 
fwer,  but  w7ith  a  fupercilious  Air,  told  me, 

*  you  believed ,  that  you  had  dij covered  the  Medi¬ 
cine  \  I  anfwered,  if  you  had,  you  was  very 
lucky  5  but  that  I  was  fure,  no  Knowledge  in 

Surgery 
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Surgery  would  lead  you  to  it ;  for  if  it  would,  it 
could  not  fo  long  have  remained  a  Secret.  You 
faid,  c  you  were  going  to  publiih  a  Book,  and 
c  that  you  fhould  take  feme  Notice  of  it,  but 
c  that  you  fhould  treat  me  with  Candour ,  and dike 
1  a  Gentleman :  I  told  you,  that  if  you  did  not,  I 
*  had  the  fame  Opportunity  of  doing  my  Self  Juf- 
4  tice,  &c.  &cf  We  then  paired,  and  1  left  you 
in  the  Coffee-Room .  I  immediately  reflected 
on  your  Behaviour,  which  appeared  to  have  in 
it  no  other  View,  than  that  of  endeavouring  to 
lift  fomething  out  of  me,  which  might  lead  you 
into  a  Difcovery  of  my  Pradice  j  and  that,  in- 
iiead  of  deiiring  to  do  the  Public  Service,  you 
meant  no  more,  than  to  become  my  Rival ; 
and  as  your  intended  Publication  might  poili- 
bly  be  fomething  againft  me,  I  determined, 
immediately,  to  minute  down  the  Particulars 
of  our  Difcourfe,  with  a  Pencil,  on  the  back  of 
fome  Letters,  as  I  rode  in  the  Chariot,  from 
the  Coffee-Houfe,  to  my  own  Houfe,  while 
it  was  frefh  in  my  Memory ;  and  as  foon  as 
I  arrived  at  Home,  I  di redly  copied  it  fairly ; 
thinking,  I  might  poffibly  have  Occafion  to 
make  the  very  Ufe  of  it,  which  1  have  now 
made. 

The  next  Day,  I  determined  to  requeft 
Mrs.  Bruce,  to  call  on  you,  at  your  Houfe, 
to  Ihew  you  her  Cafe,  before  I  began  ner 
Cure  ;  fhe  very  kindly  conferred,  and  waited 
on  you  ;  fhe  informed  you  of  her  Buiinefs,  and 
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that  it  was  by  my  Defire  fhe  came.  You  reply 'd^ 
that  you  had  no  Inclination  to  fee  her  Breaji : 
fhe  anfwered,  fhe  was  very  forry  for  being  fo 
troublefcme  ;  and  had  not  came,  but  to  oblige 
Mr.  Guy,  and  was  going  to  return  again  $  when 
you  faid,  fince  fhe  had  taken  the  Trouble  of 
coming,  you  would  look  at  her  Breaft:  fhe 
then  let  you  examine  it ;  you'  told  her  the 
Lump  might  be  cut  out,  and  endeavoured  much 
to  perfuade  her ,  to  let  You  cat  it  out ,  (This 
may  Jerve  to  JJ:ew  your  dirty  Difpofition  to  fup - 
plant  me )  your  Perfuafions,  however,  were  in 
vain ;  for  fhe  told  you,  fhe  could  not  bear  to  have 
it  cut  out,  and  w7as  determined  to  be  under  my 
Care :  fhe  afterwards  left  you,  and  went  Home, 
and  foon  informed  me  of  your  Behavior. 
I  then  proceeded  to  extirpate  the  Scirrhus ? 
and  during  the  Time  of  the  Application,  a  fe¬ 
male  Friend  of  Hers ,  and  Tours ,  afked  her, 
to  let  you  fee  her  Breaft ;  whether  by  your 
Com  midi  on,  or  not,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to 
fay,  though  it  will  carry  a  ftrong  Sufpicion  of 
it.  How  ever,  flue  had  Honor  enough,  abfolutely 
to  refufe  it,  without  afking  my  Leave.  She 
happily  received  a  Cure,  but  had  no  Inclina¬ 
tion  afterwards  tp  wait  on  yon  again  at  Home ; 
but  laid,  lire  fhould  very  likely  fee  yon,  at  the 
Houfe  of  the  abovementioned  Friend,  and 
that  there  you  fhould  be  welcome  to  examine 
the  Breaft,  if  you  pleafed ;  as  from  the  Inti¬ 
macy  between  her  Friend  and  you,  it  muff 

-  ' '  ’  have 


C  59  3 

jhave  been  impoffible  for  you  not  to  have  been 
informed  of  die  Cure.  She  afterwards  met  you, 
atthatFriend’sHoufe,andpaid  her  Compliments 
to  you,  but  you  never  chofe  to  ajkher  any^uejiiom 
about  her  Breaft ,  or  the  Event  of  my  under¬ 
taking;  for  jf  you  had,  it  might  have  been  the 
Caufe  of  convincing  you  difagreeably,  that  is, 
againft  your  Inclinations,  that  it  met  with  Suc- 
cefs.  Which  Succefs,  1  fuppofe,  is  your  Mo¬ 
tive  for  abufing'  me,  fince  you  have  always 
fliewn  an  earned  Hankering,  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  my  Manner  of  Practice ;  and 
finding  your  Self  defeated  therein,  have  not 
fcrupled  to  mifrepreient  it,  even  to  the  ex- 
pofing  of  your  Skill  as  a  Surgeon ,  as  well  as 
injuring  the  Truth. 

But  as  upon  a  former  Occafion,  you  have 
been  worked  into  a  Difpofition,  to  ret  raft  your 
Errors,  with  Refpeft  to  the  Sovereign  Virtues  ' 
of  th e..NigbtJhade>  *  which  led  fo  many  into 
Miftakes,  §  the  EfFefts  of  which  may  ftill  be 
felt  :  So  upon  this  Occafion,  I  think,  it  would 
well  become  you,  frankly  to  acknowledge  the 
Fallacies,  and  Miftakes,  in  which  you  have 
been  detefted,  recollefting  what  you  have 
pbferyed.  Page  40,  of  your  Supplement 

upon 

*  Vid.  GatakeR s  Supplement  to  the  Obfervation  on 
the  internal  Ufeofthe  Nightfhade. 

§  Vid.  Your  Opponent’s  Account  of  the  Englijb  Night- 
fhades,  and  their  EfFefts,  &c.  &c.  I  mean  by  IVilliam 
Bro7nJield,  Surgeon  to  her  R,  Higbnefs  the  Prtneefi  of 
Wales,  &c.  Page  67  to  70. 
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upon  the  perverfe  Oppofition  to  good  Me**' 
dicines,  and  the  Force  .of  vulgar  Prejudi¬ 
ces,  and  how  it  has  been  owing  to  fuch 
a  Caufe x  c  That  Jo  excellent  a  Medicine  as . 
•*  the  Bark ,  has  met  with  almcji  infuperable 
c  Difficulties i  in  being  introduced  into  Pr  allice , 
c  is  dill  dif liked  by  many  3  and  its  Virtues ,  at 
€  leaf}  till  lately ,  very  imperfectly  known  out  of 
c  England  —  If  we  add  to.  theje  Confederations + 
‘  the  Prejudice,  Indolence ,  Dijingenuity , 

4  with  which  too  many  are  apt  to  receive  any 

<  Dijcovery  of  this  Sort,  it  was  not  unreaj'onable 

c  &c.  &c,  for  the  alleviation  at  leafed  if  not  for 
c  ^  Car?  of  Cancers ;  ^  Diforder  of  this 

5  unhappy  Nature ,  every,  fpffible  Means  of  Re- 

<  //>/  demands  the  ntmofl  Attention 

Thefe  Words,  Sir,  are  rather  a  Reproach 
to  you,  in  the  Difpute  between  us,  and  ill 
agree  with  your  prefent  Condudt ;  therefore 
leaving  you  to  reconcile  them,  as  well  as  you 
can,  1  remain,  till  the  next  Opportunity, 


Your  very  humble  Servant, 


Mar  k-L  a  ne, 
Oti.  22,  1764. 


Richard  Guv. 
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